Notice of Development of Rulemaking
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
State Board of Education
RULE NOS.:
RULE TITLES:

6A-6.0902
Requirements for Identification, Eligibility, and Programmatic Assessments of English Language Learners

6A-6.09021
Annual English Language Proficiency Assessment for English Language Learners (ELLs)

6A-6.0905
Requirements for the District English Language Learners Plan

6A-6.09091
Accommodations of the Statewide Assessment Program Instruments and Procedures for English Language Learners

PURPOSE AND EFFECT: The purpose of this rule development is to amend the referenced rules relating to provision of services to ELLs in Florida public schools to update identification procedures for prospective ELLs to address the requirements in the Every Student Succeeds Act, Public Law No. 114-95 (2015) (“ESSA”), and to update requirements for the annual English language proficiency assessment, including the following revisions:

6A-6.0902 Requirements for Identification, Eligibility, and Programmatic Assessments of English Language Learners

This rule will be revised to meet the requirements of ESSA, namely that prospective ELLs are assessed and placed in the English for Speakers of Other Languages program within time frames established under ESSA and that parents receive timely notices that include information required under ESSA.

6A-6.09021 Annual English Language Proficiency Assessment for English Language Learners (ELLs)

This rule currently establishes the annual English language proficiency assessment only for the 2015-16 school year. The proposed revision would adopt the assessments as an ongoing requirement. In addition, the name of the Kindergarten assessment will be updated, and the proposed rule will clarify the current English language proficiency level.

6A-6.0905 Requirements for the District English Language Learners Plan

The Department’s online template ESOL 100 entitled, “District Plan for Services to English Language Learners,” which is incorporated by reference into Rule 6A-6.0905, F.A.C., will be revised to reflect revisions to the requirements of Rule 6A-6.0902, F.A.C.

6A-6.09091 Accommodations of the Statewide Assessment Program Instruments and Procedures for English Language Learners

This rule will be updated to include use of a bilingual glossary as an approved accommodation. 

SUBJECT AREA TO BE ADDRESSED: Requirements for identification, eligibility, and programmatic assessments of ELLs, annual English language proficiency assessments for ELLs in Florida public schools, and District ELL plans.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY: 1001.02, 1003.56, 1008.22, FS.

LAW IMPLEMENTED: 1003.56, 1008.22, 1011.62, FS.

A RULE DEVELOPMENT WORKSHOP WILL BE HELD AT THE DATE, TIME AND PLACE SHOWN BELOW:

DATE AND TIME: 12 p.m. – 4 p.m., March 10, 2017

PLACE: Florida Department of Education, 325 West Gaines Street, Tallahassee, Florida 32399, Room 1703

Conference Call Option Also Available: Conference Call Number: 1-888-670-3525 
Participant Code: 7614339968#
THE PERSON TO BE CONTACTED REGARDING THE PROPOSED RULE DEVELOPMENT AND A COPY OF THE PRELIMINARY DRAFT, IF AVAILABLE, IS: Chane Eplin, Chief, Bureau of Student Achievement through Language Acquisition (SALA), Department of Education, (850)245-0417 or email: Chane.Eplin@fldoe.org. To comment on this rule development, please contact: Cathy Schroeder, Director, Office of Executive Management, Department of Education, (850)245-9661 or email cathy.schroeder@fldoe.org or go to https://app1.fldoe.org/rules/default.aspx.
Draft rule language will be posted on the website prior to the workshop at https://app1.fldoe.org/rules/default.aspx.
THE PRELIMINARY TEXT OF THE PROPOSED RULE DEVELOPMENT IS NOT AVAILABLE.

