65C-35.006 Taking a Child Into Custody Who Is Taking Psychotropic Medication.

(1) When a child protective investigator (CPI) takes a child into custody he or she must ascertain whether the child is taking psychotropic medications. If so, the CPI must determine the purpose of the medication, the name and phone number of the prescribing practitioner, the dosage, instructions regarding administration (e.g., timing, whether to administer with food), and any other relevant information.

(2) The CPI must seek written authorization from the parent or legal guardian to continue administration of currently prescribed psychotropic medications. The authorization shall be documented on the “Emergency Intake” form, CF-FSP 5314, May 2010, incorporated by reference and available at http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-08063. This authorization is good for the first 60 calendar days the child is in shelter status.

(a) In order for medication to be administered to a child, the medication must be a current prescription, in the original container, and clearly marked. If the medication is not in the original container, is not clearly marked, or is not the child’s current prescription, the child shall not be continued on the medication unless the prescribing practitioner or the dispensing pharmacy confirms that the child is currently on the prescribed medication and provides a new prescription to be filled or refilled.
(b) If the CPI is informed that the child is currently taking prescribed psychotropic medication, however, the original container is unavailable or the label on the container provided is indiscernible, the child must be evaluated by a practitioner at the initial health screening to determine if the medication is needed and provided instruction on proper dosing.

(3) If parental authorization is not obtained and the CPI receives a medical opinion that the child needs to continue taking the medication, the medical opinion must be in writing and provided to Children’s Legal Services.

(4) Children’s Legal Services must file a motion requesting that continuation of the medication be determined at the shelter hearing. The motion must indicate the prescribing practitioner’s reasons for wanting to continue the medication and provide the court with any other available information relevant to the request.

(5) Authorization in a shelter order to continue the medication shall be valid only until the arraignment hearing on the petition for dependency, or for 28 calendar days following the date of removal, whichever occurs first.

(6) Within 28 calendar days of removal, or no later than the arraignment hearing on the petition for dependency, whichever occurs first, the child must be evaluated by a practitioner to determine whether it is appropriate to continue the medication.

(7) The CPI shall document in FSFN all actions in regards to the provision of the medication within three (3) business days of receipt of the parent or legal guardian authorization or court order approving the medication.
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