60R-1.005 Conduct of Hearings.

(1) The chairperson shall open the hearing by explaining the procedures to be followed.

(2) Each party shall have the right to be accompanied, represented, and advised by counsel or other qualified representative, or to be self-represented.

(3) Each party shall be allowed to make an opening statement.

(4) The chairperson shall conduct the hearings of the Commission and shall take whatever action is necessary to ensure that the business of the Commission is conducted in an equitable, orderly, and expeditious manner. All parties shall abide by the chairperson’s decisions, unless the chairperson is overruled by a majority of Commission members present.

(5) The chairperson, or any member of the Commission upon recognition by the chairperson, may direct questions to any witness during the proceedings.

(6) Each party shall be allowed to present a closing argument.

(7) The Commission may deliberate and make a decision immediately following closing arguments, or the Commission may defer its deliberations and decision to a later time during the same or a subsequent meeting of the Commission. Parties shall be provided with notice of the continued deliberation but will not be permitted to make further argument.
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