60S-1.003 Preservation of Rights.

(1) Any member of the State and County Officers and Employees’ Retirement System, Chapter 122, F.S.; the Judicial Retirement System, Chapter 123, F.S.; the Teachers’ Retirement System, Chapter 238, F.S.; or the Highway Patrol Pension System, Chapter 321, F.S., who does not elect to become a member of the Florida Retirement System shall continue to be covered under his or her existing retirement system and shall not have his or her rights or benefits provided thereunder impaired or reduced by virtue of any part of these rules and regulations.

(2) Any member of the State and County Officers and Employees’ Retirement System, the Judicial Retirement System, the Teachers’ Retirement System, or the Highway Patrol Pension System who elects to transfer to the Florida Retirement System shall, as of the effective date of membership in the Florida Retirement System, be subject to the provisions of the Florida Retirement System and shall have his or her benefits at retirement calculated in accordance with Chapter 60S-4, F.A.C.

(3) Any officer or employee who is a member of any retirement system established by local or special act or municipal ordinance and who does not elect to become a member of the Florida Retirement System in a referendum provided for that purpose shall continue to be covered by his or her local retirement system and shall not have his or her rights or benefits provided thereunder impaired or reduced by virtue of any part of these rules and regulations.

(4) All members of a retirement system established pursuant to Chapters 175 or 185, F.S., shall be subject to the provisions of the Florida Retirement System if a majority of the members of a unit covered by such a system elect membership in the Florida Retirement System.

(5) Employees of any state or federal agency may participate in an interchange of personnel between and among governmental agencies at the same or different levels of government in accordance with Section 112.25-112.31, F.S. Terms used in this section of these rules shall have the same meaning as in Sections 112.25-112.31, F.S. Retirement coverage for such employees shall be preserved under the retirement system of the “sending agency” as follows:

(a) Any member of the Florida Retirement System or an existing system as defined in Section 121.021(2), F.S., who participates in such an interchange shall retain membership in the state retirement system and all required contributions for retirement and social security shall continue to be paid for as long as such an interchange agreement shall continue. (Section 112.27(2), F.S., limits state employees participating in an interchange to 12 months during any 36 month period.)

(b) Any employee who suffers disability or death in the course of an exchange shall be subject to the provisions of Chapters 112.28(3) or 112.30(4), F.S., as applicable.

(c) Any federal employee who participates in such an interchange with the state and retains retirement membership with the Federal Civil Service is prohibited from obtaining social security by Section 210 of the Social Security Act on any compensation covered for Civil Service Retirement and is therefore prohibited from membership in the Florida Retirement System.
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