60S-2.017 Credit for Terms of Elected Office Shortened by Apportionment, Federal Intervention, or Compulsory Termination Because of Age.

(1) Any elected state officer whose term of office has been shortened by legislative or judicial apportionment pursuant to the provisions of section 16, Article III of the State Constitution, may receive retirement credit for the balance of his or her term not served due to apportionment, as provided in subsection (3).

(2) Any duly elected county commissioner whose term of office was shortened because the election at which he or she was elected was delayed due to federal intervention under the federal Voting Rights Act may, after such term of office is completed, receive retirement credit for the period of time by which his or her term was shortened, as provided in subsection (4).

(3) Any justice or judge who is prevented under Section 8, Article V of the State Constitution from completing a term of office because he or she has reached 70 years of age may purchase retirement credit in the Elected Officers’ Class, under the following circumstances:

(a) A Justice or Judge who was prevented from completing his or her term of office when he or she reached age 70 may purchase credit for all or a portion of the months he or she would have served during the remainder of the term to which he or she was elected. Such credit may be purchased only after the date the service would have occurred. The member’s effective retirement date shall be the first day of the month following receipt of the member’s retirement application by the Division or the first day of the month following the last month of service being claimed, whichever is later.

(b) A Justice or Judge who retired before July 1, 1993 because he or she was prevented from completing his or her term of office when he or she reached age 70 may purchase credit for all or a portion of the months he or she would have served during the remainder of the term to which he or she was elected. Such credit may be purchased only after the date the service would have occurred, and the benefit will be recalculated, one time only, to include the additional credit purchased. The date of the prospective benefit increase shall be the first day of the month following the last month of service being claimed or the first day of the month following full payment of the required contributions, whichever is later.

(c) A Justice or Judge who is not vested and who does not seek reelection because he or she would have attained age 70 and been required to terminate his or her service during the subsequent term of office, may purchase credit for service as a temporary judge if the temporary assignment follows immediately his or her last full term of office. Such purchase is limited to the number of months of credit needed to vest.

(4) To receive such credit the member must:

(a) Notify the Division of Retirement in writing of his or her desire to receive credit for such service; and

(b) Make the required contributions in accordance with Rule 60S-3.016, F.A.C.
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