68B-14.0039 Recreational Grouper Seasons.
(1)(a) In all state waters of the Gulf of Mexico, except in all waters of Monroe County, and the waters described in paragraph (b), the season for the recreational harvest and possession of gag grouper shall be June 1 through December 31 each year consistent with the Federal Standards established in 50 C.F.R. §622.34(e) as of May 25, 2016. Except for persons harvesting gag grouper for commercial purposes pursuant to Rule 68B-14.0045, F.A.C., from January 1 through May 31, no person shall harvest in or from state waters of the Gulf of Mexico, except in all waters of Monroe County, nor possess while in or on state waters of the Gulf of Mexico, except in all waters of Monroe County, any gag grouper.

(b) In all waters of Franklin, Wakulla, Jefferson, and Taylor counties, including Indian Pass, Apalachicola Bay, and the Steinhatchee River the season for the recreational harvest and possession of gag grouper shall be from April 1 through June 30 and from September 1 through December 31. Recreational harvest of gag grouper is prohibited in these counties January 1 through March 31 and July 1 through August 31.

This area is further described:
Commencing at the edge of the Gulf of Mexico at Indian Pass at 85 degrees 13.76 minutes west longitude and 29 degrees 40.71 minutes north latitude; thence in a southerly direction to the limit of state jurisdictional waters of the Gulf of Mexico at 85 degrees 13.71 minutes west longitude and 29 degrees 30.32 minutes north latitude; thence in an easterly direction along the southern limit of state jurisdictional waters to the southeast corner of the closed area at 83 degrees 34.52 minutes west longitude and 29 degrees 31.62 minutes north latitude; thence in a northeasterly direction along the Taylor-Dixie county waters boundary to the opening of the Steinhatchee River, thence in a northeasterly direction to the eastern shore at the mouth of the Steinhatchee River at 83 degrees 24.53 minutes west longitude and 29 degrees 40.03 minutes north latitude and including all waters of the Steinhatchee River.

State jurisdictional waters are depicted on official NOAA charts as the “9-Nautical Mile Natural Resources Boundary Line” and commonly referred to as the nine mile line (see NOAA chart numbers 11401, 11405, and 11407, and “Note X” on these charts).

(2) In all state waters of the Atlantic Ocean, including all waters of Monroe County, the closed season for the recreational harvest and possession of gag grouper, black grouper, red grouper, yellowfin grouper, yellowmouth grouper, rock hind, red hind, scamp, coney, and graysby shall be from January 1 through April 30 each year.
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