12D-9.018 Representation of the Taxpayer.

(1) A taxpayer has the right, at the taxpayer’s own expense, to be represented before the board by a person described in subsection (3), below. The taxpayer’s representative may present testimony and other evidence in support of the petition.

(2) The authorized individual, agent, or legal entity that signs the petition becomes the agent of the taxpayer for the purpose of serving process to obtain jurisdiction over the taxpayer for the entire value adjustment board proceedings, including any appeals of a board decision by the property appraiser or tax collector. However, this does not authorize the individual, agent, or legal entity to receive or access the taxpayer’s confidential information without written authorization from the taxpayer.

(3) Subject to the petition filing requirements set forth in this rule chapter, a taxpayer may be represented before the board by one of the persons described in this subsection.

(a)1. An employee of the taxpayer or of an affiliated entity may represent the taxpayer.

2. One of the following professionals may represent the taxpayer:

a. An attorney who is a member of the Florida Bar,

b. A real estate appraiser licensed or certified under Chapter 475, Part II, F.S.,

c. A real estate broker licensed under Chapter 475, Part I, F.S., or

d. A certified public accountant licensed under Chapter 473, F.S.

3. If the taxpayer has authorized an employee or professional, listed in this subsection, to file a petition and represent the taxpayer and the employee or professional certifies under penalty of perjury that he or she has the taxpayer’s authorization to file the petition on the taxpayer’s behalf and represent the taxpayer, the employee or professional may file a petition that is not signed by the taxpayer and that is not accompanied by the taxpayer’s written authorization.

(b) A person who provides to the board clerk at the time the petition is filed a power of attorney authorizing such person to act on the taxpayer’s behalf, may represent the taxpayer. The power of attorney is valid only for representing a single taxpayer in a single assessment year, and must identify the parcels or accounts for which the person is authorized to represent the taxpayer and must conform to the requirements of Chapter 709, Part II, F.S. A taxpayer may use a Department of Revenue form to grant the power of attorney or may use a different form, provided it meets the requirements of Chapter 709, Part II, and Section 194.034(1), F.S. The Department has adopted Form DR-486POA, titled Power of Attorney for Representation Before the Value Adjustment Board, which is incorporated by reference in Rule 12D-16.002, F.A.C., as a form available to taxpayers for granting the power of attorney.

(c) An uncompensated person who provides to the board clerk at the time the petition is filed, the taxpayer’s written authorization for such person to act on the taxpayer’s behalf, may represent the taxpayer. This written authorization is valid only for representing a single taxpayer in a single assessment year and must identify the parcels or accounts for which the person is authorized to represent the taxpayer. A taxpayer may use a Department of Revenue form to grant the authorization in writing or may use a different form provided it meets the requirements of Section 194.034(1), F.S. The Department has adopted Form DR-486A, titled Written Authorization for Representation Before the Value Adjustment Board, which is incorporated by reference in Rule 12D-16.002, F.A.C., as a form available to taxpayers for granting the written authorization.

(4) The board clerk may require the use of an agent or representative number to facilitate scheduling of hearings as long as such use is not inconsistent with this rule chapter.
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