61-20.004 Unexcused Absences.

(1) No council member may be absent from three (3) consecutive regularly scheduled council meetings unless those absences are excused. Reasons for granting excused absences shall be, but are not limited to the following:

(a) Illness or injury of the council member;

(b) Illness, injury or death of a member of the council member’s family;

(c) Court order, subpoena, or business with a court which has the sole prerogative of setting the date of such business;

(d) Unavoidable travel delays or cancellations;

(e) Any conflict or extraordinary circumstance or event approved by the council Chair of the individual action on behalf of the Chair;

(2) An otherwise excused absence is not excused if the council member fails to notify the council office of the impending absence prior to the regularly scheduled meeting at which the absence will occur unless the failure to notify the council office is the result of circumstances surrounding the reason for the absence which the council excuses after the absence has occurred.

(3) An absence for any other reason than those stated in subsection (1) or (2) constitutes an unexcused absence for the purpose of declaring a vacancy on the council after three (3) consecutive unexcused absences. The council member shall be notified, in writing, after two (2) consecutive unexcused absences that their unexcused absence at the next regularly scheduled meeting shall terminate their membership on the council.
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