6N-1.003 Provisional Approval.

(1) The Council shall, upon receipt of an in-State institution’s complete application to participate in SARA, approve the institution to participate in SARA on a provisional status if the institution meets the requirements of this rule chapter, but:

(a) Is on probationary status or the equivalent with its institutional accrediting association;

(b) Uses a letter of credit or is under a cash management agreement with the U.S. Department of Education;

(c) Is the subject of a publicly announced investigation by a government agency, and the investigation is related to the institution’s academic quality, financial stability, or student consumer protection, or

(d) Is the subject of an investigation by the State related to the institution’s academic quality, financial stability, or student consumer protection.

(2) Terms and Length of Provisional Status.

(a) An in-State institution approved to participate in SARA on provisional status shall meet any requirements the Council deems necessary, including enrollment limits, to ensure state authorization standards are met regarding program quality, financial stability, and consumer protection.

(b) The length of the provisional status of an in-State institution approved to participate in SARA shall be determined by the Council and may not exceed one (1) year.

(3) Application for Removal of Provisional Status.

(a) If an in-State institution approved to participate in SARA on provisional status no longer meets the provisional status criteria set forth in subsection (1), of this rule, it may submit a written request to the Council for removal of its provisional status designation and approval as a SARA member institution.

(b) The Council shall grant the request if the criteria justifying provisional status no longer apply, and if the institution meets the requirements of Rule 6N-1.002, F.A.C.

(c) If the Council determines that an in-State institution approved to participate in SARA on provisional status no longer meets the requirements of their provisional approval or fails to gain full approval by the deadline established by the Council, the Council shall:

1. Terminate the institution’s reciprocity agreement, or

2. Allow the institution a grace period of twelve (12) months to come into compliance with the reciprocity agreement standards.

(4) In any 3-year period, the Council may grant an institution only one (1) grace period in which to correct non-compliance under this rule.
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