5M-1.008 Implementation Verification.

(1) The Department will record implementation status assessments of Applicable Best Management Practices (BMPs) by Enrolled Producers or Landowners using data from site visits, periodic producer self-verifications, and staff-assisted verifications, supplemented by information from other sources including county property appraisers, DEP, and water management districts. The Department will notify the Landowner when an Enrolled Producer’s site visit, self-verification, or staff-assisted verification is completed for the specified parcels if the Producer is not the Landowner.

(2) Section 403.067(7)(c)5., F.S., provides that agricultural records, defined therein, are confidential and exempt from public records disclosure.

(3) For the Producers or Landowners described below in paragraph (a), (b), or (c), verification of implementation of Best Management Practices will be confirmed by:

(a) Compliance with the following permits, as determined by the issuing agency:

1. Permits or authorizations issued by DEP under rule Chapter 62-670, F.A.C., or

2. Permits or authorizations issued by the South Florida Water Management District under rule Chapter 40E-63, F.A.C.

(b) Compliance with the terms of conservation easements, leases, or other binding agreements with a state agency or water management district that require implementation of the Department’s BMPs and include annual onsite verification by the state agency or water management district that BMPs are being implemented, or

(c) Compliance with the requirements of proprietary certifications issued by Department qualified non-governmental entities as provided in subsection (5).

(4) A Producer’s or Landowner’s proof of compliance with any of the permits, agreements, or certifications presented by the issuing agency, as provided in subsection (3), shall be made available to the Department upon request.

(5) Entities seeking to issue proprietary certifications for use in accordance with paragraph (3)(c), must request a qualification review by the Department’s Office of Agricultural Water Policy. Applicants will be required to demonstrate the following qualification requirements:

(a) Certification standards that incorporate implementation of the Department’s BMPs;

(b) A process to license or authorize inspectors or auditors who shall not be employed by or affiliated with the standard-setting entity;

(c) A process for revocation of licenses or authorizations for inspectors or auditors;

(d) Procedures or protocols for selection of inspectors or auditors who shall not be employed by or affiliated with the Producers or Landowners holding or seeking certification for their operations;

(e) An annual certification review and renewal process that includes a site inspection by the licensed or authorized inspector or auditor; and,

(f) A certification revocation process if the Producer or Landowner is found to be out of compliance with the entity’s certification standards.

(6) Implementation verification of Best Management Practices for Silviculture shall be provided in accordance with Chapter 5I-6, F.A.C.
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