61B-24.003 Rental Agreement Extensions.

(1)(a) Each county is authorized by Section 718.606(6), Florida Statutes (Supp. 1980), to adopt a local ordinance extending tenants’ rental agreement extension periods an additional ninety days when certain rental market conditions exist. When a county adopts such an ordinance, all tenants, including tenants who have received a notice of intended conversion, are entitled to the ninety day extension. Provided, the following classes of tenants are not entitled to the additional ninety day extension –

1. Tenants who have terminated their rental agreement or any rental agreement extension; and

2. Tenants who are not in residence under the rental agreement in effect on the date of the notice of intended conversion or any extension of that rental agreement.

(b) When a tenant is in residence after receiving a notice of intended conversion and a local ordinance extending tenants’ rental agreement extension periods an additional ninety days is adopted, a tenant will not be deemed to have accepted the ninety day extension unless the tenant remains in occupancy under the ninety day extension. A developer may request that tenants advise the developer of their plans.

(2) After the date of a notice of intended conversion a tenant may not unilaterally terminate a rental agreement unless the rental agreement was entered into, extended, or renewed after May 1, 1980. Provided, a tenant may unilaterally terminate any rental agreement when the terms of the rental agreement permit the tenant to unilaterally terminate the rental agreement.

(3) After receipt of a notice of intended conversion tenants must decide whether to extend their rental agreements. Each tenant has forty-five days to make this decision unless the right of occupancy expires sooner and the tenant has not elected to extend the rental agreement to obtain the forty-five day decision period. When a tenant’s right of occupancy expires prior to the expiration of the forty-five day period, the tenant’s right to extend the rental agreement lapses upon the expiration of the right of occupancy. When a tenant receives a notice of intended conversion after the expiration of a rental agreement, but is still lawfully in occupancy of the premises under a subsequent rental agreement, the tenant may remain in occupancy under the subsequent rental agreement or may extend the rental agreement under which the notice of intended conversion was given.

(4) During a tenant’s rental agreement extension period the developer shall charge the tenant the same rental rate that the tenant paid prior to the beginning of the rental agreement extension period unless the tenant agrees to pay an increased rental rate.
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