Notice of Change/Withdrawal

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
Division of Elections
RULE NO.:
RULE TITLE:

1S-2.0001
Designation of Division of Elections as Filing Office for Department of State; Requirements for Candidate Qualifying Papers; Withdrawal of Candidacy

NOTICE OF CHANGE

Notice is hereby given that the following changes have been made to the proposed rule in accordance with subparagraph 120.54(3)(d)1., F.S., published in Vol. 43 No. 198, October 12, 2017 issue of the Florida Administrative Register.
1S-2.0001 Designation of Division of Elections as Filing Office for Department of State; Requirements for Candidate Qualifying Papers; Withdrawal of Candidacy.
(1) No change.

(2) Filing Timeline.
(a) Timely filing is of the essence in qualifying as a candidate. In order to be deemed timely filed with the qualifying office, qualifying items must actually be present at the qualifying office’s official physical location by the close of the qualifying period. Candidates who file with the Division of Elections are advised that tThe U.S. Postal Service does not deliver mail directly to the Division of Elections and tThe U.S. Postal Service’s designated hours for mail pick-up by the Division do not correspond to the qualifying deadline.  While delivery of qualifying items to a qualifying office may occur by any means, tTo ensure that the qualifying items are timely submitted, it is advisable for candidates or someone on their behalf should hand-deliver directly to the Division or use a commercial express courier delivery service that timely delivers directly to the qualifying office Division.
(b) Each supervisor of elections and other qualifying officer shall designate one or more a specific official physical locations that will serve as a qualifying office and publish the address of each that office on the qualifying officer’s website.
(c) No change.

(3) Qualifying items.

(a) No change.
(b) A facsimile, email, photocopy, scanned copy or any type of electronically transmitted document shall not be accepted as a qualifying item, except a candidate who has filed a current full and public disclosure or statement of financial interests with the Florida Commission on Ethics or the Ssupervisor of Eelections prior to qualifying for office may file a copy of that disclosure at the time of qualifying. A current full and public disclosure or statement of financial interests is one that covers the immediately preceding calendar or tax year and is on the applicable Florida Commission on Ethics’ form for that year. For example, for a qualifying period that occurs in 2018, the current full and public disclosure or statement of financial interests form would be one that covers the 2017 calendar or tax year.
(4) Forms.

Changes to the incorporated forms consist of consolidating forms DS-DE 24C, 24D, and 24E into a single form DS-DE 305CM; plus, forms DS-DE24F and DS-DE 26A have been consolidated into forms DS-DE 304SB and DS-DE 303JU, respectively. All candidate oath forms have been renumbered with a 300 series designation and reformatted, to include providing a check box to notify the qualifying office if the candidate’s last name as it is to appear on the ballot is a compound name without a hyphen within it. Instructions are provided for the new check box on page 2 of each applicable form.

