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NOTICE OF CHANGE

Notice is hereby given that the following changes have been made to the proposed rule in accordance with subparagraph 120.54(3)(d)1., F.S., published in Vol. 43 No. 212, November 1, 2017 issue of the Florida Administrative Register.
65C-13.022 Definitions
No change.

65C-13.023 Background Screening Requirements. 
(1) through (8) No change. 

(9) Persons who are currently licensed as out-of-home caregivers and any adult household members shall be re-screened annually as a part of the application for re-licensing or during the review process for 3 year licenses. Annual screening shall be limited to a local criminal records check, a juvenile delinquency check for household members between the ages of 12 and 18, an abuse and neglect record check clearance through FSFN, records of any responses to the home by law enforcement that did not result in criminal charges, and any 911 calls to or from the home. The state criminal records checks and fingerprints shall be completed every five (5) years through the Florida Department of Law Enforcement. The fingerprints of applicants and household members shall be submitted in accordance with Section 435.12, F.S. The background screening of a prospective out-of-home caregiver shall ensure that any previous licensing, registration or certification as an out-of-home caregiver in Florida or in any other state or country is considered. If another state or country does not allow the release of this information, the attempt to obtain the information shall be documented in FSFN. Abuse and neglect reports in which the applicant was named in any capacity in three (3) reports, regardless of classification, over the past five (5) years shall be reviewed and considered in determining whether to renew or revoke the person’s license. All reports with any findings will be considered for the purposes of re-licensing a home for more than one (1) year under Section 409.175(6)(j), F.S.  Determinations made on the basis of abuse and neglect reports shall be the made in accordance with the standards set forth in Rule 65C-38.002, F.A.C.  
(10) No change.

Rulemaking Authority 39.012, 39.0121, 435.01 (2), 409.175(5)(a) FS. Law Implemented 39.0121, 39.0138, 409.175(5)(f), 435.04, 435.05 FS. History–New 4-6-08, Amended 3-6-14. Amended_______ 

65C-13.025 Initial Licensing and Unified Home Study.
(1) through (2) No change. 

(3) Attestation may be used during the initial licensure and re-licensure of a family foster home.  The Department issues the license based on the community-based care lead agency’s attestation that the licensure or re-licensure file complies with state law and code.  If the child-placing agency is not contracted with a community-based care lead agency, it may submit its attestation directly to the Department.

(a) No change.

(b) Community-based care lead agencies participating in the attestation model for licensure must enter into a Memorandum of Agreement with the Regional Licensing office.  The “Memorandum of Agreement for Adoption of Attestation Model for Family Foster Home Licensing,” CF-FSP 5356, December July 2017, is incorporated by reference and available at https://www.flrules.org/gateway/reference.asp?NO=Ref-03570 and www.dcf.state.fl.us/publications.

(4) Initial Licensing Unified Home Study. A staff person, certified pursuant to Section 402.40, F.S., from the supervising agency shall perform a thorough assessment of each prospective licensed out-of-home caregiver and document this assessment in the Unified Home Study section of Florida Safe Families Network (FSFN). The assessment shall include:

(a) through (e) No change. 

(f) Assessment and Unified Home Study details, including the following:

1. through 3. No change.

4. How the caregiver(s) is (are) willing and able to make a loving commitment to the child(ren)’s safety and well-being by:

a. through e. No change.

f. Providing transportation to child care, and extracurricular activities, and school (if requested by the community-based care lead agency. This request shall not be made to circumvent the requirements of the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA), 129 Stat. 1802 (2015) Pub.L. 114-95. );

g. No change.  

5. through 15. No change. 

(g) through (k) No change. 

(l) Home and Neighborhood:

1. through 3. No change. 

4. A completed “Foster Home Inspection Checklist,” CF-FSP 5397, December 2017 November 2016, incorporated by reference and available at https://www.flrules.org/gateway/reference.asp?NO=Ref-XXX.

(m) through (n) No change.

(5) Application File Submission and Approval Process.

(a) No change. 

(b) A traditional licensing application file shall consist of the following documentation:

1. “Application for License to Provide Out-of-Home Care for Dependent Children,” incorporated by reference in paragraph subsection (1)(a) of this rule;

2. through 5. No change.

6. A “Partnership Plan for Children in Out-of-Home Care;.” which is incorporated in subparagraph (4)(k)1. of this rule.
7. through 15. No change. 

(6) Unless otherwise outlined in an Attestation Memorandum of Agreement, incorporated by reference in paragraph subsection (3)(b) of this rule, the Regional Licensing Authority is responsible for ensuring that the licensing application file is complete and that all licensing requirements are met for the issuance of the license. If the child-placing agency is contracted with a community-based care lead agency, the licensing application file shall contain documentation of a review by the community-based care lead agency and the Regional Licensing Authority and a recommendation for approval or denial by the community-based care lead agency.

(7) through (10) No change. 

65C-13.025 Initial Licensing and Unified Home Study
No change.

65C-13.026 Continuing Education 
(1) The supervising agency shall require therapeutic and medical foster homes to comply with additional continuing education hours required by Children’s Medical Services and the Agency for Health Care Administration.
(2) through (4) renumbered (1) through (3) No change.

65C-13.027 Changes During the Licensed Year.
(1) No change. 

(2) Household Circumstance Changes.  In addition, the caregiver shall report to the community-based care lead agency within one (1) business day:

(a) A change in marital or relationship status, including reconciliation or separation; 

1. When a licensed out-of-home caregiver marries, moves in with, or reconciles with an unlicensed spouse or partner, the unlicensed spouse or partner shall submit fingerprints within five (5) business calendar days of residence for background screening, unless previously completed.  The unlicensed spouse or partner shall also; attend parent preparation pre-service training, if not previously completed within the last five (5) years and meet all licensing requirements. The unlicensed spouse or partner shall have six (6) months from the date of marriage, moving in together, or reconciliation to complete pre-service training. Upon completion of pre-service training, the unlicensed spouse or partner shall complete and submit an “Application for License to Provide Out-of-Home Care for Dependent Children,” incorporated by reference in Rule 65C-13.025, F.A.C.  Failure to meet the licensing and background screening provisions which may threaten the safety of any child in care, or place the home in violation of the licensing standards, is grounds for denial or revocation of an application or license. During this evaluation period, the home remains licensed and previously placed children may remain in the home pending the outcome of the assessment. No new children shall be placed in the home until the application has been completed and approved. The supervising agency will update the Unified Home Study, including interviews with all children in the home, verification of satisfactory background screening, and verification of income and expenses, and submit to the community-based care lead agency within 30 calendar days of marriage, moving in together, or reconciliation.

2. No change. 

(b) through (g) No change. 

(3) through (7) No change. 

Rulemaking Authority 409.175(5)(a)  FS. Law Implemented 409.175(5)(a), (7)  FS. History–New 4-6-08, Amended 3-6-14. Amended_______
65C-13.028 Re-Licensing. 
(1) Requirements.

(a) through (c) No change. 

(d) The supervising agency shall ensure the completion of the application process by completing the following:

1. Request a home environmental health inspection report to be completed by a licensing specialist who has been trained by the Department or other state entity, such as the local health department. Health inspections completed by the Department of Health shall be requested 60 days in advance of the home’s re-licensing due date to facilitate the receipt of an a satisfactory environmental health inspection report that indicates the home complies with the requirements specified in form CF-FSP 5397 prior to the expiration of the license. Form CF-FSP 5397, Foster Home Inspection Checklist, is incorporated in rule 65C-13.025.  For the homes that are issued a three-(3)-year license, the health inspection is not required annually; however, the home health inspection must be completed before the end of the three-(3)-year licensure period. 

2. No change. 

(e) No change.

(f) References. The supervising agency responsible for completing the re-licensing home study shall obtain and review information about the home from the “Case Manager/Case Worker Work  Review of Foster Parent,” CF-FSP 5223, February 2015, incorporated by reference and available at https://www.flrules.org/gateway/reference.asp?NO=Ref-XXX and www.dcf.state.fl.us/publications/  and the “Quality of Licensed Caregiver’s Home – Community Input,” CF-FSP 5225, March 2007, incorporated by reference and available at https://www.flrules.org/gateway/reference.asp?NO=Ref-XXX and www.dcf.state.fl.us/publications/.,  The “Case Manager/Case Worker Work Manager’s Review of Foster Parent” and at least one “Quality of Licensed Caregiver’s Home – Community Input” shall be completed for every child who has been placed for a minimum of 30 calendar days. The supervising agency and case manager must staff and address in FSFN any issues raised by the case manager in the re-licensing home study.

(g) through (i) No change. 

(2) through (8) No change. 

65C-13.030 Standards for Licensed Out-of-Home Caregivers
(1) Requirements.
(a) No change. 

(b) All licensed therapeutic and medical foster caregivers must also comply with therapeutic and medical foster home requirements set forth by Children’s Medical Services and the Agency for Health Care Administration.
(b) through (d) are renumbered (c) through (e) No change. 

(2) through (6) No change. 

(7) Physical Environment

(a) through (b) No change. 

(c) In Ground Swimming Pools. 
1. Swimming pools shall contain the safety features outlined in comply with the requirements of the Residential Pool Safety Act, Section 515.27, F.S. Homes with swimming pools licensed prior to the enactment of the Residential Pool Safety Act shall be considered to have met this requirement.  
2. through 3. No change. 
(d) through (j) No change. 
65C-13.031 Terms of a License
No change. 

65C-13.032 Over-Capacity Assessments and Exceptions 
No change. 

65C-13.033 Babysitting, Overnight Care, Extended Overnight Care, and Other Supervision Arrangements 
No change. 

65C-13.034 Foster Care Referrals and Investigations 
No change. 

65C-13.035 Administrative Actions, Appeals, and Closures 
No change.
