61E12-41.002 Definitions.

(1) “Actual experience” means employment in a public drinking water or wastewater treatment plant performing on site process control and trouble shooting action with the treatment process.

(a) Such employment shall include work in the following: performance of operational control tests and evaluation and interpretation of the test results; preparation of plant process control reports, logs or records; analysis and disposal or distribution of the plant product and the residuals from the treatment process; and control of the hydraulic system and necessary chemical adjustments.

(b) Sample collection, plant maintenance, solids handling, and direct supervision of on-site operators may also be included as actual experience so long as the work described in paragraph (a) above is also met.

(c) Experience excluded from actual experience is described in Rule 61E12-41.018, F.A.C.

(2) “Approved training course” means a course that has received written approval from the department. The department shall approve operator training courses whose course content and curriculum meet established Florida Department of Education (DOE) standards. A list of approved courses and performance standards can be found in DOE document nos. 0175.050601-0715.050605, “Water and Wastewater Treatment Facility Management” (eff. 7/92), incorporated herein by reference and effective 11-2-93. Copies of this document may be obtained from the Department of Business and Professional Regulation, Northwood Centre, 1940 North Monroe Street, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-2202.

(3) “Automatic control” means an electronic or computerized system with remote sensors and programs which can adjust and control treatment processes over the range of expected operating conditions without operator assistance.

(4) “Certificate” means a document issued by the department indicating that the operator has satisfactorily met all requirements for certification. For purposes of this chapter, “certificate” and “license” mean the same.

(5) “Constructive experience” means education, training or on-site actual experience.

(6) “Department” means the Florida Department of Business and Professional Regulation.

(7) “Department of Environmental Protection” means the Florida Department of Environmental Protection.

(8) “Domestic wastewater treatment plant” means any plant or other works used for the purpose of treating, stabilizing, or holding domestic wastes, permitted by the Department of Environmental Protection, classified pursuant to Chapter 62-699, F.A.C.

(9) “Lead or chief operator” means the operator who is on-site and is responsible for the direct supervision of any person(s) employed in the operation of the treatment process, and for the effective performance of the treatment plant operation.

(10) “Local regulatory agency” means any local office of the Florida Department of Health and Rehabilitative Services; any municipal or county government that enforces environmental health; and any water management district as defined in Section 373.019(2), F.S.

(11) “Operator” means for the purpose of this chapter, any person who has been issued a certificate by the department. Department of Environmental Protection classification levels for distinguishing Class A, B, C, and D operators are found in Rules 62-699.310 and 699.311, F.A.C., which are adopted by this department and incorporated herein by reference.

(12) “Permittee” means the person or entity to which a permit for a wastewater facility is issued by the Department of Environmental Protection. The term “permittee” shall be functionally synonymous with the terms “owner” and “licensee” but shall not include licensed individuals (e.g., operators) unless they are the person(s) to whom a facility permit is issued by the Department of Environmental Protection.

(13) “Short Course” means course(s) of training approved by the Department and which fulfills completion of the constructive experience requirement pursuant to paragraph 61E12-41.003(2)(d), F.A.C. A statewide short course shall be at least 32 classroom hours in duration. A regional short course shall be least 16 classroom hours in duration. Short courses may include training held on non-consecutive days. In addition to the duration requirement, in order for a short course to be approved for constructive experience, the course(s) must include course content related to any of the knowledge, skills, or abilities listed in paragraphs 61E12-41.005(4)(a) and (b), F.A.C. A list of approved courses may be obtained from the Department of Business and Professional Regulation, 1940 North Monroe Street, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-2202.

(14) “Standard Operating Practice” means effective and competent treatment plant operation which is consistent with the existing plant design and operations manual, manufacturer’s equipment specifications, and professionally accepted treatment plant operation procedures. This definition applies to functions which directly affect plant operations and which can be reasonably controlled by the operator.

(15) “Supplier of water” means any person who owns or operates a public water system. This does not include the operator unless that person is also the owner.

(16) “Water Treatment Plant” means those components of a public water system used in collection, treatment, and storage of water for human consumption, whether or not such components are under the control of the operator of such system. Such plant(s) are permitted and classified by the Department of Environmental Protection, pursuant to Chapters 62-699 and 62-555, F.A.C.
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