61G1-13.003 Educational Requirements.

(1) Evaluation of curriculum and standards of accreditation for approval of the degree programs required in Section 481.209, Florida Statutes, shall be based upon an overview of programs in architecture within the United States including those accredited by the (NAAB) National Architectural Accreditation Board and evaluation of such programs and schools in light of the definition of the practice of architecture found in Section 481.203(6), F.S.

(2) An applicant must have obtained a first professional degree from an approved program of study of five years or more.

(3) An acceptable curriculum or a degree program shall generally conform to the following pattern:

(a) approximately 160 semester hours required in the total program of study for the degree granted;

(b) approximately 96 semester hours of total hours taken should be required professional courses in architecture as follows:

1. design of structure or groups of structures which have as their principal purpose human habitation or use, and the utilization of space within and surrounding such structures including graphics and architectural communication – approximately 50 semester hours total;

2. technology and professional administration – structures, 12 hours; materials and methods of construction, 6; environmental and mechanical systems, 6; professional practice, 6; approximately 30 semester hours total;

3. history, theory, human behavior and environmental studies and professional related electives, approximately 16 semester hours;

4. general education – 40 semester hours;

5. other academic courses including any of the foregoing – 24 semester hours.

(4) The evaluation of an applicant’s transcript shall include a determination of whether such a transcript is comparable to the above-mentioned model.

(5) In order to meet acceptable standards of accreditation the institution offering the course of study in architecture from which the applicant receives his degree must be adequate as regards educational requirements in the following areas:

(a)  Auspices, control and organization of the institution and of the architectural program;

(b) Educational programs and degrees conferred;

(c) Maturity and stability of the institution and of the individual educational program;

(d) Basis of and requirements for admissions for students;

(e) Number of students enrolled in the applicable college or division as a whole and to the individual educational programs;

(f) Teaching loads and faculty salaries;

(g) Physical facilities and adequacy of the educational plant devoted to architecture;

(h) Finances and investments, expenditures and sources of income of the institution;

(i) Curricular content of the program and items of student course work;

(j) Provisions for keeping the program current.

(6) In order to verify an applicant’s curriculum and architectural program the Board may require evidence from the applicant’s institution(s) as to the areas mentioned in subsections 61G1-13.003(2) and 61G1-13.003(4), F.A.C. Passage by an applicant of the NCARB Qualifying Exam may be used by the Board in evaluating whether an applicant’s institution(s) meets acceptable educational standards.

(7) Applicants who have graduated from professional schools and colleges of architecture whose architecture programs were accredited by the CACB (Canadian Architectural Certification Board) at the date of graduation and have received a professional degree as set forth in subsection 61G1-13.003(2), F.A.C., shall, for educational evaluation purposes, be treated the same as graduates of NAAB schools, as set forth in Section 481.209(1)(b)1., F.S.

Specific Authority 481.209(1)(b), 481.2055 FS. Law Implemented 481.209(1)(b), 481.203(6) FS. History–New 12-23-79, Amended 11-26-80, 6-12-84, 1-20-85, Formerly 21B-13.03, Amended 4-16-87, 4-21-88, 6-13-90, 1-3-93, Formerly 21B-13.003.

