Notice of Proposed Rule

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
State Board of Education
RULE NO.:
RULE TITLE:

6A-7.0335
Regional Centers for Implementing Services to Individuals with Autism, Pervasive Developmental Disorders, Autistic-like Disabilities, Dual Sensory Impairments, or Sensory Impairment with Other Disabling Conditions

PURPOSE AND EFFECT: To align Rule with section 1004.55, F.S., and remove unnecessary language. The effect will provide clarity regarding regional center requirements.

SUMMARY: Update Regional Centers for Implementing Services to Individuals with Autism, Pervasive Developmental Disorders, Autistic-like Disabilities, Dual Sensory Impairments, or Sensory Impairment with Other Disabling Conditions requirements.

SUMMARY OF STATEMENT OF ESTIMATED REGULATORY COSTS AND LEGISLATIVE RATIFICATION: 

The Agency has determined that this will not have an adverse impact on small business or likely increase directly or indirectly regulatory costs in excess of $200,000 in the aggregate within one year after the implementation of the rule. A SERC has not been prepared by the Agency. 

The Agency has determined that the proposed rule is not expected to require legislative ratification based on the statement of estimated regulatory costs or if no SERC is required, the information expressly relied upon and described herein: The proposed rule is not expected to have any adverse impact on economic growth, business competitiveness or other factors listed in s. 120.541(2)(a), F.S., and is not expected to require legislative ratification. The proposed amendment does not impose any new costs on any stakeholder.

Any person who wishes to provide information regarding a statement of estimated regulatory costs, or provide a proposal for a lower cost regulatory alternative must do so in writing within 21 days of this notice.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY: 1004.55, FS.

LAW IMPLEMENTED: 1004.55, FS.

A HEARING WILL BE HELD AT THE DATE, TIME AND PLACE SHOWN BELOW: 

DATE AND TIME: March 27, 2018, 9:00 a.m.

PLACE: Hendry County, LaBelle High School, 4050 E. Cowboy Way, LaBelle, FL 33935.
THE PERSON TO BE CONTACTED REGARDING THE PROPOSED RULE IS: Jacob Oliva, Executive Vice Chancellor, K-12 Public Schools, at Jacob.Oliva@fldoe.org.
THE FULL TEXT OF THE PROPOSED RULE IS:

6A-7.0335 Regional Centers for Implementing Services to Individuals with Autism, Pervasive Developmental Disorders, Autistic-like Disabilities, Dual Sensory Impairments, or Sensory Impairment with Other Disabling Conditions.
(1) Eligibility. Individuals of all ages with significant communication or significant behavior problems are eligible for regional center services if they have an individual has been diagnosed as having autism as defined in Section 393.063(1), F.S., pervasive developmental disorder that is not otherwise specified;, autistic-like disability;, dual sensory impairment;, or sensory impairment with other disabling conditions. The centers shall verify the disabling condition(s) of the individual. Such verification may consist of the most recent information from state and local agencies and individuals, and may include, but not be limited to, medical and psychological records. However, the center shall not defer services to the individual and family while awaiting receipt of such information.
(2) No change.
(3) Regional center plan. Each center shall prepare and submit, for approval by the Department, a project plan for services. The following criteria is required for project approval to include:
(a) through (d) No change. 
(4) Referral. Referrals are requests for assistance (e.g., training, consultation) for a particular individual. Referrals may be made by any person (e.g., family member,; teacher,; administrator,; any state agency or any other entity) appropriate persons in the Departments of Education, Health and Rehabilitative Services, Labor and Employment Security; providers of services for those departments; or the identified individual) who is responsible for or involved with the individual. In order for the centers to provide direct assistance, including program planning and direct consultation, the individual or the individual’s family or legal guardian must provide a request or consent for such assistance. A preliminary screening will be conducted to determine eligibility. If the individual referred meets the eligibility criteria, assistance will be provided by the regional center within available resources. If the individual referred does not meet the eligibility criteria, the referred individual will be matched with alternative services. The centers will respond to three (3) basic referrals and requests within available resources:
(a) through (c) No change. 
(5) Constituency boards. Each regional center shall have a constituency board of no fewer than six (6) members, each of whom is either an individual who has a disability that is described in subsection (1) of this rule as defined in Section 1004.55, F.S., or is a member of a family that includes a person who has such a disability, who are selected by each university president from a list that has been developed by the Autism Society of Florida and other relevant constituency groups that represent persons who have sensory impairments as described individuals as defined in subsection (1) of this rule as defined in Section 1044.55, F.S. This board shall meet quarterly with the center staff to provide advice on policies, priorities, and activities. Each board shall elect a chairperson and secretary. It shall be the responsibility of the chairperson to communicate regularly with the regional center director on pertinent issues affecting the operation and delivery of services by the center. Each board member shall be appointed for a three (3) year term, with two (2) members being appointed each year. The initial term rotation will be determined by lot, with one-third of the members serving for one (1) year, one-third of the members serving for two (2) years, and one-third of the members serving for three (3) years. A board member may serve for only two (2) consecutive full terms, but shall continue to serve until his/her successor is named. Whenever possible, the appointment of a new member shall be from the same constituency group as the member retiring from the board. The procedure for appointing an individual to fill an unexpired term is the same as that used to make regular appointments. Members of the constituency boards shall serve without compensation, but are entitled to receive reimbursement for per diem and travel expenses as provided in Section 112.061, F.S. Payment may be authorized for pre-approved expenses such as mailing, telephone, or photocopying. Chairs of the constituency boards shall meet twice a year to coordinate board activities. One of these meetings shall be with regional center staff to plan the annual conference and the other meeting shall be at the conference. Each constituency board, after review and comment from regional center staff, shall submit by September 1 to the respective university president and the Department an annual report that evaluates the activities and accomplishments of its center during the preceding year.
(6) through (9) No change.
Rulemaking Authority 1004.55 FS. Law Implemented 1004.55 FS. History–New 10-18-94, Amended_______.
NAME OF PERSON ORIGINATING PROPOSED RULE: Hershel Lyons, Chancellor, Division of K-12 Public Schools.
NAME OF AGENCY HEAD WHO APPROVED THE PROPOSED RULE: Pam Stewart, Commissioner, Department of Education.
DATE PROPOSED RULE APPROVED BY AGENCY HEAD: February 7, 2018
DATE NOTICE OF PROPOSED RULE DEVELOPMENT PUBLISHED IN FAR: October 13, 2017
