64B7-28.010 Requirements for Board Approval of Continuing Education Programs.

(1) In order to receive Board approval as a provider to provide one or more programs, an applicant shall:

(a) Submit a completed Massage Continuing Education Programs Provider Registration Application, Form B: Course Offering Data Form, Form #DH-MQA 1258 (rev. 7/13/13), and Massage Continuing Education Provider Application – Form C: Instructor Qualifications Form, Form #DH-MQA 1259 (rev. 7/13/13), incorporated herein by reference, and a non-refundable application fee of $100.00. Copies of the forms may be obtained at the following website https://www.cebroker.com/public/pb_educational_providers.aspx, or http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-03640, and http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-03641.

(b) Sign and abide by written agreement to:

1. Provide an identifiable person to be responsible for ensuring that each program presented under their Board of Massage Therapy provider registration number meets program requirements set forth in subsection (2) or (3), below.

2. Retain a “sign-in-sheet” with the signature of participants and copies of any promotional materials for at least 4 years following the course.

3. Provide each participant with a certificate of attendance verifying the program has been completed. The certificate shall not be issued until completion of the program and shall contain the provider’s name and registration number, title of program and program number, instructor, date, number of contact hours of credit, the licensee’s name and license number.

4. Notify the Board of any significant changes relative to the maintenance of standards as set forth in these rules.

(2) Each continuing education program presented to meet the requirements of paragraph 64B7-28.009(4)(a), F.A.C., shall:

(a) Be taught via live classroom instruction including hands-on instruction and/or demonstration;

(b) Have stated learning objectives;

(c) Be instructed by a person who meets at least one of the following criteria:

1. Holds a minimum of a bachelor’s degree from a college or university which is accredited by a regional accrediting body recognized by the U.S. Department of Education or a substantially equivalent accrediting body of a foreign sovereign state, with a major in a subject directly related to the content of the program to be offered, or

2. Has graduated from a school of massage or an apprenticeship program which has a curriculum equivalent to requirements in this state and was approved by a state licensing authority, a nationally recognized massage therapy association, or a substantially equivalent accrediting body, or the Board, and has completed three years of professional experience in the practice of massage; and,

a. Has, within the last five years of practical experience, had a minimum of two years teaching experience in the subject matter to be offered, or

b. Has taught the same courses on this approved subject a minimum of 3 times in the past 2 years before a professional convention, professional group or at a massage therapy school, or

c. Has completed specialized training in the subject matter and has a minimum of two years of practical experience in the subject, or

3. Is licensed as a massage therapist in another state or foreign sovereign state having standards of education or apprenticeship training substantially similar to or more stringent than those required for licensure in Florida and has practiced massage therapy for a minimum of 10 years; and,

a. Has, within the last five years of practical experience, had a minimum of two years teaching experience in the subject matter to be offered, or

b. Has taught the same courses on this approved subject a minimum of 3 times in the past 2 years before a professional convention, professional group or at a massage therapy school, or

c. Has completed specialized training in the subject matter and has a minimum of two years of practical experience in the subject, or

4. Has taught at a school of massage which has a curriculum equivalent to requirements in this state and was approved by a state licensing authority, a nationally recognized massage therapy association, or a substantially equivalent accrediting body, or the Board for a minimum of two years; and,

a. Has, within the last five years of practical experience, had a minimum of two years teaching experience in the subject matter to be offered, or

b. Has taught the same courses on this approved subject a minimum of 3 times in the past 2 years before a professional convention, professional group or at a massage therapy school, or

c. Has completed specialized training in the subject matter and has a minimum of two years of practical experience in the subject.

(3) Each continuing education program presented to meet the requirements of paragraphs 64B7-28.009(4)(b), (c), (d), or subsection (3), F.A.C., shall:

(a) Be taught via live classroom instruction or by correspondence, home study, video or digital media, or distance learning;

(b) Have stated learning objectives;

(c) Include a test graded by the provider if the course is not taught via live classroom instruction;

(d) Be instructed by a person who meets at least one of the following criteria:

1. Holds a minimum of a bachelor’s degree from a college or university which is accredited by a regional accrediting body recognized by the U.S. Department of Education or a substantially equivalent accrediting body of a foreign sovereign state, with a major in a subject directly related to the content of the program to be offered, or

2. Has, within the last five years of practical experience, had a minimum of two years teaching experience in the subject matter to be offered, or

3. Has taught the same courses on this approved subject a minimum of 3 times in the past 2 years before a professional convention, professional group, or at a massage therapy school, or

4. Has completed specialized training in the subject matter and has a minimum of two years of practical experience in the subject.
(4) The Board retains the right and authority to audit and/or monitor programs given by any provider. The Board will reject individual programs given by a provider if the provider has disseminated any false or misleading information in connection with the continuing education program, or if the program provider has failed to conform to and abide by the written agreement and rules of the Board.

(5) One classroom hour of continuing education is defined as no less than 50 uninterrupted minutes of learning.

(6) Presenters/moderators/instructors of courses shall not receive credit for courses they present.

(7) A provider of Board approved programs must revise and update all course materials that are affected by changes occurring during the biennial renewal period. The Board will rescind approval of any program that is found to be obsolete, erroneous, and/or outside the scope of practice, or if the Board determines the program provider has violated the Board’s rules or chapter 456 or 480, F.S. The revised course materials must be submitted with the biennial renewal form and renewal fee.

(8) Provider registration numbers must be renewed biennially on or before August 31 of the biennial renewal year. The provider must return the renewal form provided by the department together with a renewal fee of $50.00. If the renewal form and renewal fee are not received by the department on or before August 31 of the biennial year, the provider must submit a new application for approval of any continuing education programs offered for license renewal or initial licensure requirements, and, if any programs are approved, receive a new provider registration number.

(9) The following courses, that meet the criteria for approval under this section, are approved by the Board:

(a) Organized and accepted courses of study offered by providers approved by the National Certification Board for Therapeutic Massage and Bodywork;

(b) Organized courses offered by a Board Approved Massage School;

(c) Continuing education courses offered by or sponsored by the Florida Board of Massage Therapy;

(d) Continuing education courses sponsored by the Florida State Massage Therapy Association; and,

(e) Continuing education courses sponsored by the American Massage Therapy Association or the American Massage Therapy Association Florida Chapter.

(f) Continuing education courses offered by the Associated Bodywork and Massage Professionals.
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