Notice of Meeting/Workshop Hearing

OTHER AGENCIES AND ORGANIZATIONS
THE VALERIN GROUP, INC.
The Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) District One announces a hearing to which all persons are invited.

DATE AND TIMES: Thursday August 30, 2018, 5:00 p.m., Open House; 6:00 p.m., Presentation(s)
PLACE: Okeechobee KOA Convention Center, 4276 United States Highway (US) 441 South, Okeechobee, Florida 34974

GENERAL SUBJECT MATTER TO BE CONSIDERED: Financial Management No. 419344-3-43-01

Project Description: State Road (SR) 710 extension from US 441 to the L-63N Interceptor Canal in Okeechobee County

The proposed improvements were previously presented at a public hearing held January 30, 2013 during the Project Development and Environment (PD&E) Study of the project. The PD&E Study received Location and Design Concept Acceptance on March 16, 2017 from the FDOT Office of Environmental Management. This allowed the project to move to the next stage of development. The PD&E Study was divided into four segments. Segments 1 and 2 (i.e. SR 710 from US 441 to SR 70 and SR 710 from SR 70 to the L-63N Interceptor Canal) are now in the final design stage of the project.

Changes in project design and right-of-way needs have occurred since completion of the PD&E Study. FDOT is conducting a reevaluation of the PD&E Study. The purpose of the hearing is to afford the public the opportunity to express their views concerning the location, design, social, economic, and environmental effects of the proposed improvements. The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable federal environmental laws for this project are being, or have been, carried out by FDOT pursuant to 23 U.S.C. §327 and a Memorandum of Understanding dated December 14, 2016 and executed by the Federal Highway Administration and FDOT.

SR 710 is a designated evacuation route by the Florida State Emergency Response Team. SR 710 is part of the National Highway System and the Strategic Intermodal System. Upon completion, the SR 710 extension from US 441 to the L-63N Interceptor Canal will consist of two travel lanes in each direction with curb along both the median and outside lanes. The posted speed will be 45 mph. The posted speed will reduce to 40 mph near the new intersection at US 441. The SR 710 extension will include bicycle lanes, sidewalk along the south side of the roadway, and a shared use path along the north side of the roadway. The SR 710 extension will have new signals at the intersections with US 441, SR 70, and SE 40th Avenue. Right-of-way acquisition is funded in Fiscal Years 2019, 2020, and 2021. The project is not currently funded for construction, but is anticipated for Fiscal Year 2022.

Pursuant to the provisions of the Americans with Disabilities Act, any person requiring special accommodations to participate in this hearing is asked to advise FDOT at least seven (7) days before the hearing by contacting: Mr. Jimmy Vilcé at 1(863)519-2609.

Public participation is solicited without regard to race, color, national origin, age, sex, religion, disability or family status. Persons who require translation services (free of charge) should contact: Mr. Jimmy Vilcé at 1(863)519-2609. If you are hearing or speech impaired, please contact FDOT using the Florida Relay Services, 1(800)955-8771 (TDD) or 1(800)955-8770 (Voice).

FOR MORE INFORMATION, YOU MAY CONTACT: Mr. Jimmy Vilcé, FDOT Project Manager, at 1(863)519-2609 or e-mail at jimmy.vilce@dot.state.fl.us.

Additional information on the project is also available at http://www.swflroads.com/sr710extension

A copy of the agenda may be obtained by contacting: There is no agenda.
