61H1-33.00342 CPA Ethics Courses – Standards for Approval of Courses.

(1) In order to meet the requirements of paragraph 61H1-33.0032(3)(b), F.A.C., each approved CPA Ethics Course Provider shall submit a syllabus of each ethics course for which it seeks Board approval. The syllabus shall include a description of the manner by which the course (including its various components) meets the requirements of this rule.

(2) The syllabus of the course shall include the following:

(a) A description of each subject to be covered during the presentation of the course with the estimated time to be spent addressing each subject, the individual(s) who will be responsible for presenting each subject, a listing of the sources (through a bibliography or notes) from which the course material addressing each subject is drawn, and any tests, quizzes or exercises provided during the offering of the course;

(b) The manner in which the course complies with the requirements of Section 473.312(1)(c), F.S. In order to meet this requirement the course shall be limited to addressing the ethical and professional responsibilities of CPAs with emphasis on ethical conduct, core values and competencies, professional responsibility, responsibility to clients and the public, case studies that require the application of ethics principles, national professional standard and interpretations, and appropriate national issues related to the practice of accounting. Practice-oriented programs are preferred insofar as such programs involve the CPA in the process of the practice of public accountancy. Courses should be structured to confront the question, “How will you handle this situation when it occurs in your practice?”

(c) The course shall include a review of Chapters 455 and 473, F.S., and the related administrative rules.

(3) A provider may meet the requirements set forth herein through various generally accepted methodologies. Thus, lectures, case studies, discussion groups, interactive studies and other recognized methods may be utilized. Additionally, providers may target specific areas of CPA practice in each course submitted for approval. A provider may offer a course module which, for example, addresses CPA ethics and professionalism in Tax Practice or Managerial Accounting as well as other areas of practice.

(4) Upon receipt of the syllabus required in subsection 61H1-33.00342(2), F.A.C., the Board will review the course to determine whether it complies with this rule, the provisions of Section 473.312(1), F.S., and the CPA Ethics Provider Rules set forth in Chapter 61H1-33, F.A.C. If the Board rejects a course in whole or in part, a provider will be offered the option of modifying the course or withdrawing the course and resubmitting the course for approval. However, all courses submitted for approval must be submitted at least sixty (60) days prior to either the ending of the provider’s approval as a CPA Ethics Course Provider as set forth in Rule 61H1-33.00341, F.A.C., or sixty (60) days prior to the initial date the course will be taught–whichever occurs earlier.

Rulemaking Authority 455.2177, 455.2178, 455.2179, 473.304, 473.312 FS. Law Implemented 455.2177, 455.2178, 455.2179, 473.312(1)(a), (c) FS. History–New 7-10-05.

