61K1-1.009 Gloves and Mouthpieces.

(1) Glove requirements for boxing and kickboxing.

(a) When the lighter of the two participants in a boxing or kickboxing match weighs 154 pounds or less, both participants shall use 8 ounce gloves. When the lighter of the two participants in a boxing or kickboxing match weighs more than 154 pounds, both participants shall use 10 ounce gloves. Where the weights of the two participants are such that, based upon these rules, one would wear 8 ounce gloves and one would wear 10 ounce gloves, the lighter of the two participants shall make the decision as to the weight of the gloves to be used, and both participants shall wear the same weight gloves. In boxing and kickboxing, both participants shall use the same manufacturer of gloves.

(b) Prior to the beginning of each match each glove of each participant shall be examined and approved or disapproved by the chief inspector and the referee. Any glove intended to be used by a participant in a match shall be whole, clean, in sanitary condition and shall have the thumb attached. Gloves shall be thoroughly disinfected using formaldehyde and properly softened using neatsfoot oil. If the padding in a glove is found to be misplaced or lumpy, or if the glove shows evidence of breaking, roughing or twisting, the glove shall be disapproved and shall not be used. The match shall not begin or continue unless an approved glove has been substituted for the disapproved glove. 

(c) Laces of gloves shall be knotted on the back of the wrist and tape shall be applied over the laces so as to prevent injury to the opponent.

(d) Gloves shall be adjusted in the ring or the dressing room under the supervision of the inspector.

(2) Glove requirements for mixed martial arts.

(a) Gloves shall weigh no less than 4 ounces nor more than 8 ounces; however, both participants shall wear the same weight gloves and use the same manufacturer of gloves as provided by the promoter unless both participants agree to use different manufacturers of gloves. 

(b) Prior to the beginning of each match each glove of each participant shall be examined and approved or disapproved by the chief inspector or inspector and the referee. Any glove intended to be used by a participant in a match shall be whole, clean, in sanitary condition. Gloves shall be thoroughly disinfected using formaldehyde and properly softened using neatsfoot oil. If the padding in a glove is found to be misplaced or lumpy, or if the glove shows evidence of breaking, roughing or twisting, the glove shall be disapproved and shall not be used. The match shall not begin or continue unless an approved glove has been substituted for the disapproved glove.

(c) If laces are present, laces of gloves shall be knotted on the back of the wrist and tape shall be applied over the laces so as to prevent injury to the opponent. If velcro is present, the chief inspector may require the use of tape to prevent injury or to prevent loosening of the gloves during the match. Whenever the chief inspector decides to require tape, both corners must be subject to the same requirement.

(d) Gloves shall be adjusted in the ring or the dressing room under the supervision of the chief inspector or inspector.

(3) Each participant shall wear an individually fitted mouthpiece. The mouthpiece shall be in the participant’s mouth at all times during the fight period of each round as provided herein. The referee shall handle the ejection of the mouthpiece from the participant’s mouth in the following manner:

(a) If the referee believes that the mouthpiece was ejected from the participant’s mouth as a result of natural fight action, the referee shall not charge the participant with the loss of a point. The referee shall wait until the flurry during which the mouthpiece was ejected has subsided. The referee shall then take time out, direct the participant whose mouthpiece remains in place to retire to a neutral corner, and take the other participant to the participant’s own corner. The referee shall direct that the mouthpiece be rinsed and replaced in the participant’s mouth. The referee shall direct that the fight period immediately continue; or

(b) If the referee believes that the participant spit out or allowed the mouthpiece to fall out of the mouth the referee shall:

1. Upon the first occurrence, wait until the flurry during which the mouthpiece was ejected has subsided. Referee shall then take time out, direct the participant whose mouthpiece remains in place to retire to a neutral corner, and take the other participant to his or her own corner. The referee shall direct that the mouthpiece be rinsed and replaced in the participant’s mouth and warn the participant that a point will be deducted if participant subsequently spits out or allows the mouthpiece to fall out. The referee shall direct that the fight period immediately continue.

2. Upon the second occurrence, wait until the flurry during which the mouthpiece was ejected has subsided. Referee shall then take time out, direct the participant whose mouthpiece remains in place to retire to a neutral corner, and take the other participant to his or her own corner. The referee shall direct that the mouthpiece be rinsed and replaced in the participant’s mouth and warn the participant that participant will be disqualified if participant subsequently spits out or allows the mouthpiece to fall out. The referee shall direct each judge to deduct a point from the participant’s score. The referee shall direct that the fight period immediately continue.

3. Upon the third occurrence, disqualify the participant who spit out or allowed his mouthpiece to fall out. The opponent of such participant shall be declared the winner due to disqualification of his or her opponent. The commission representative shall immediately advise the promoter that the purse of such participant shall be forfeited and paid over to the commission.
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