65C-10.001 Definitions.

(1) “Additional Investigation Report” means a report to the central abuse registry and tracking system, by the same or different reporter, made after the initial report is received and which adds:

(a) New allegations of maltreatments;

(b) New incidents of the same maltreatments contained in the initial report;

(c) Additional victims or alleged perpetrators if they relate to the initial report;

(d) Subsequent information alleging that the immediate safety or well-being of the child is threatened thereby changing the investigation response time from a 24 hour response to an immediate response.

(2) “Adult Household Member” means a person 18 years of age or older who is present in the home on a permanent basis or who is present on a regular or established basis for either a long or short duration and who is in a position of familial authority or perceived by the child as in a position of familial authority.

(3) “Allegation” means a complaint or accusation in a report of child abuse, neglect or abandonment.

(4) “Collateral Contacts” means contacts with those persons who provide relevant information for a child protection investigation but who are not subjects of the reports.

(5) “Corporal punishment” means the intentional imposition of a physical penalty such as striking, hitting, kicking, spanking, shaking, pushing, pinching, or in any other way causing a physical contact with a child which may or may not inflict pain.

(6) “Early Service Intervention” means the engagement of an agency service counselor (voluntary family services, protective supervision, foster care or adoption) prior to completion of the investigation, classification and disposition of the report to provide necessary services to the family.

(7) “Excessive corporal punishment” means inflicted corporal punishment which results in a temporary or permanent disfigurement, impairment of any bodily part, or death and the investigation does not reveal contrary evidence, e.g., self-defense or medical evidence that the child is abnormally susceptible to bruising.

(8) “Maltreatment” means a specific type of injury or harm.

(9) “Medically diagnosed internal injury” means injuries, the existence of which are determined from a medical examination conducted by a physician or other licensed health care professional, to include a history, physician examination, laboratory testing, x-rays or other studies.

(10) “Observable injury” at a minimum includes visible injuries such as discoloration of the skin.

(11) “On-site visit” means a visit to the child victim’s location, or where the abuse occurred in the case of institutional reports. The on-site requirement, for commencing an investigation, is met when the investigator has been to the home or institution and has seen and interviewed or has attempted to see or interview the subjects of the report.

(12) “Other person responsible for a child’s welfare” includes the child’s legal guardian, legal custodian, or foster parent; an employee of a public or private school, public or private child day care center, residential home, institution, facility, or agency; or any other person legally responsible for the child’s welfare in a residential setting; and also includes an adult sitter or relative entrusted with a child’s care. For the purpose of departmental investigative jurisdiction, this definition does not include law enforcement officers or employees of municipal or county detention facilities or the Department of Corrections while acting in an official capacity. Personnel in general hospitals, while acting in their official capacity, are also excluded unless that person is in a position requiring screening pursuant to Chapters 394, 396 or 397, F.S.

(13) “Protective investigation” means that collection of information and evidence related to a report of child abuse, neglect or abandonment including:

(a) The determination of whether abuse, neglect or abandonment has occurred;

(b) An assessment of risk to children;

(c) The removal of children or provision of emergency services, when necessary, for the protection of children;

(d) The classification of the report; and

(e) the disposition of the case.

(14) “Protective investigator” means the agent of the department responsible for investigating, classifying and determining a disposition for abuse, neglect or abandonment reports.

(15) “Relative” means in addition to parents, any blood relative, for example, brothers, aunts and uncles of the child, those of half blood, first cousins, nephews, nieces and persons of preceding generations as denoted by prefixes of grand, great or great-great. Step-father, step-mother, step-brother and step-sister are also relatives as are persons who legally adopt a child, as well as the natural and other legally adopted children and other relatives of the adoptive parents. Legal spouses of any persons named in the above groups, even though marriage terminated by death or divorce, are considered relatives.

(16) “Report” means an allegation to the central abuse registry and tracking system alleging knowledge or a suspicion that a child has been abused, neglected, or abandoned by a parent, guardian, adult household member or other person responsible for a child’s welfare.

(17) “Request for Service” means a call initiated by the client or with the client’s knowledge, concurrence and expressed willingness concerning the need of a child or a family with children. If the information relayed does not constitute a report of abuse or neglect but does reflect a need for a service, the caller is to be directed to the local Department of Children and Family Services designated unit or district identified agency.

(18) “Risk Assessment” means the process of interviewing, observing and actively participating with the family to develop a written description of the child’s current risk status as well as the family’s identified strengths and areas of concern. The process includes involving the family in the development of a safety plan, when needed. The case file will contain documentation of this assessment.

(19) “Subject of a report” means any person(s) named in an abuse, neglect or abandonment report, such as the child or children, the parent, guardian or other person responsible for the child’s welfare, the alleged perpetrator, other household members, or any relative with whom the child is subsequently placed.

(20) “Supplemental Report” means a report, whether by the same or another reporter pertaining to the same incident as that currently under investigation which involves the same subjects and same alleged maltreatments, but improves upon what is already known, such as providing a better address, corrected spelling of names, or other collateral contacts. These reports do not require additional investigative activity.

(21) “Threatened harm” means a behavior which is not accidental and which is likely to result in harm to the child.
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