65C-10.006 Criminal and Abuse History Checks.

(1) During the child protective investigation, there may be a need for criminal history information regarding subjects of the report. The results of the criminal history check will be documented in the investigative file and the IDS.

(2) The protective investigator must obtain Florida criminal history information in the following circumstances:

(a) When a law enforcement agency is conducting a joint criminal investigation involving Department of Children and Family Services child abuse reports.

(b) When there is credible evidence that will provide a verified finding, or some indicators of abuse or neglect, and the maltreatment involved physical injuries, sexual abuse allegations, or in reports involving alcohol or drug use by the parent(s) or other perpetrators.

(c) When a child is taken into protective custody and placed with a relative. A subject abuse history search of the central abuse registry and tracking system must also be completed on those adults living in the household, and a delinquency record check on any other children in the household. The same procedure must be followed when reunifying a child and a parent or guardian.

(3) When the results of the criminal history check are received showing that any adult named as a subject of the abuse or neglect report, or with whom the plan is to place the child, has been found guilty of any offense identified in Section 110.1127(3)(a), F.S., the protective investigator must bring this information to the supervisor’s attention. At that time, it must be determined, on a case-by-case basis, whether it is in the child’s interest to either remain or be placed in that placement, or whether another placement should be considered.

(4) Requests for Florida criminal history records checks will be made pursuant to provisions of Chapter 119, F.S., to the Florida Department of Law Enforcement. Emergency requests may only be made on relatives or other adults living in the household with whom the child is to be placed and on all adult household members if the child is subject to removal from the home.
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