Notice of Development of Rulemaking 

FISH AND WILDLIFE CONSERVATION COMMISSION
Freshwater Fish and Wildlife
RULE NO.:
RULE TITLE:

68A-16.006
Prohibitions Related to Bird Traps

PURPOSE AND EFFECT: The Commission is considering a rule to prohibit the use, placement, possession, and transport of bird traps without a permit, unless otherwise authorized in the proposed rule. The proposed rule also would prohibit the sale, purchase, and manufacture of bird traps for purposes inconsistent with Chapters 68A-9 or 68A-27, F.A.C. The illegal capture and sale of protected species of birds for the pet trade is threatening already vulnerable species. Rule 68A-16.001, F.A.C., which adopts the Federal Migratory Bird Treaty Act, prohibits the capture, possession, sale, purchase, and transportation of native birds in Florida. The proposed rule supports the ability of FWC law enforcement officers to enforce these protections by restricting the use of items known to be used in the illegal capture of these species. The proposed rule language includes exceptions, such as for persons possessing a federal permit or falconry permit and for persons engaged in activities authorized under Rules 68A-9.010 and 68A-9.012, F.A.C..

The Commission is currently scheduled to consider the draft rule and Commission staff recommendations at the February 20-21, 2019, Commission meeting to be held in Gainesville.

SUBJECT AREA TO BE ADDRESSED: Prohibitions related to bird traps.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY: Art. IV, Sec. 9, Florida Constitution
LAW IMPLEMENTED: Art. IV, Sec. 9, Florida Constitution
THE PERSON TO BE CONTACTED REGARDING THE PROPOSED RULE DEVELOPMENT AND A COPY OF THE PRELIMINARY DRAFT, IF AVAILABLE, IS: Melissa Tucker, Deputy Division Director, Division of Habitat and Species Conservation, Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission, 620 S. Meridian St., Tallahassee, FL 32399-1600.

THE PRELIMINARY TEXT OF THE PROPOSED RULE DEVELOPMENT IS AVAILABLE AT NO CHARGE FROM THE CONTACT PERSON LISTED ABOVE.
