65C-13.018 Services to Parents of Children in Foster Care.

(1) The foster care counselor shall make diligent efforts to establish and maintain regular face-to-face contact at least once a month with the parents of placed children, excluding those children exempted by Section 39.456, F.S. Parents shall be regularly and promptly informed of their children’s progress, development, health and education, unless the child has been relinquished, parental rights have been terminated, or the parents’ whereabouts are unknown and this has been documented through diligent search.

(2) The department shall inform and assist parents to exercise their legal rights and responsibilities even while intervening to protect the child and promote his well-being. The department shall assist parents in identifying and accessing legal services available within the community.

(3) The department shall provide services as available to assist parents in:

(a) Identifying and remedying the problems which have resulted in the separation of the family;

(b) Understanding and meeting their children’s needs, including the child’s need for safety;

(c) Maintaining continuing contact with their children; and

(d) Selecting and working toward a realistic and timely case goal, including the possibility of permanent separation from their children if that becomes necessary.

(4) Except when expedited procedures pursuant to Section 39.464(1)-(4), F.S., are used to terminate parental rights, reunification services shall be provided as available to assist the parents of foster children in making changes that will permit a safe reunification of the family whenever possible and as quickly as possible. Services shall be focused on specific problem areas which make it unsafe to return the child home, not on general family needs. These services include evaluation and assessment; referral for mental health or substance abuse services as needed; financial, medical, employment and educational services; and assistance in problems solving within the family.

(5) The department shall document services offered, services provided and the effects of these services and shall communicate at least monthly with the parents on progress made or lack of progress. This information shall provide the basis for casework decisions and recommendations to the court.

(6) The department shall help parents understand that they are responsible to pay for the support of their child, pursuant to Section 39.41(2)(a), F.S.

(7) The selection of a placement for a child in foster care shall, subject to the availability of resources, be based upon the child’s age, sex, and special emotional and developmental needs as a result of having been a child victim of abuse, neglect or abandonment, and shall also consider the child’s religious identification and the special needs of a child with handicaps. Further the placement of a child into a foster or shelter home may not be delayed or denied on the basis of the race, color, or national origin of the foster parent, or the child involved. In the case of an American Indian child, placement must comply with Section 105, PL 95-608, entitled Indian Child Welfare Act which is incorporated by reference.

(8) For a period of at least six months following the removal of a child from foster care placement, excluding children who are placed in adoptive homes, the department shall provide or arrange post-placement support services, as available, to the child and family. These services shall build on the gains made by the family while the child was in care in order to assure the child’s safety and the family’s continued success. Where available, these support services include day care, homemaker or housekeeper services, child mental health treatment, drug or alcohol treatment, respite care, parent education, self-help groups, vocational counseling, education, preventative or reunification services.
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