65C-14.006 Administration and Organization.

(1) Administration.

(a) Statement of Purpose. The facility shall have a written statement of its philosophy, purpose and program. The statement shall contain a description of all the services the facility provides and the methods of service delivery. The statement shall be available to the department, referral sources, and the public on request.

(b) Need for Service. The facility shall provide a description of the geographic area the facility serves or intends to serve with the specific services it provides or proposes to provide. Applicants who apply for an initial license shall furnish evidence that the services will be used by referral sources or other documentation of the need for the services which shall be verified by the department.

(2) Incorporation. Agencies incorporated outside of the State of Florida shall be authorized to do business under Florida law.

(3) Governing Body.

(a) Each incorporated facility shall have a governing body which exercises authority over and has responsibility for the operation, policies and practices of the agency.

(b) For profit organizations shall maintain advisory boards which review the operational policies and practices, inspect facilities and programs, conduct interviews with children and staff members, and review matters affecting the care of and services to children. Members of advisory boards shall not have a proprietary interest in the facility or program.

(4) A facility having a governing body of more than one member shall maintain a list of its members. This list which shall be available to the department shall:

(a) Include the names, address, and terms of membership of each member;

(b) Identify each office and the term of that office.

(5) The governing body shall meet no less than once per year. Membership of the governing body shall not be fewer than 5 members.

(6) Responsibilities of the Governing Body.

(a) Employ a qualified director and delegate responsibilities to that person for the administration and operation of the residential child caring agency.

(b) Evaluate in writing the director’s performance annually.

(c) Approve the annual budget of anticipated income and expenditures necessary to provide the services described in its statement of purpose. The governing body shall also approve the annual financial audit report.

(d) Establish written personnel practices.

(e) Maintain written minutes of all meetings, which shall be open to inspection by the department.

(f) Develop written policies for selection criteria and rotation of its members.

(g) Develop a written plan for the storage of children’s records in the event of the closing of the facility.

(7) Municipal, county or other governmentally operated residential child caring agencies subject to licensing under Section 409.175, F.S., shall, within their administrative structure and as governed by other federal, state and local laws, provide for the duties and responsibilities described in this section.

Specific Authority 409.175 FS. Law Implemented 409.175 FS. History–New 7-1-87, Formerly 10M-9.015.

