65C-14.040 Admission and Planning.

(1) The facility shall have written admission procedures which:

(a) Establish admission criteria;

(b) List the materials and forms required from the parents or child or placing agency;

(c) Outline preplacement procedures for the child, his parent, guardian, the child caring or child placing agency and the department;

(d) Describe the method used to assign each child to an appropriate group.

(2) The admission of each child to a residential child caring agency shall follow completion of a pre-admission study completed by either the referring agency or the residential child caring agency, and shall include the following:

(a) A determination that the child can no longer remain in his home, the home of relatives or current living arrangements, and that group care is appropriate to his needs. This determination shall be based upon interviews with the child, parent, guardian, or other appropriate persons.

(b) Orders of court commitment or a voluntary placement agreement with parents, guardian, or legal custodian.

(c) A social history of the child, his family and other significant persons and any other information required by the residential child caring agency.

(d) A written placement agreement signed by the parents, guardian, or agency having legal custody of each child admitted, including financial arrangements and regulations and procedures designated to encourage and facilitate parental visitation.

(3) The facility shall only accept children who meet the admission criteria.

(4) No child under the age of 6 years, or the age of enrollment in the first grade of school, shall be admitted to a residential child caring agency except under emergency circumstances or to prevent the separation of a family. An emergency placement of a child under 6 years shall be documented in the child’s case record, verifying that no alternate plan for care was available at the time of admission. Continued diligent effort shall be made, including referral to the department to place a child under age 6 in foster care or other appropriate care. Such plans shall be made within 30 days of the child’s admission. Residential care for children under 6 who are part of a sibling group may be continued, as appropriate.
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