65C-15.028 Adoptive Home Study.

(1) The agency shall make an evaluation of the adoptive family before placement of a child, which shall include at least one home visit.

(2) The evaluation study shall be summarized in a written report.

(3) The report shall be maintained by the agency as a permanent record, and shall include the following:

(a) The applicant’s motivation for adoption;

(b) The strengths, weaknesses and personal adjustment of each member of the household;

(c) The attitudes and feelings of the family, its extended family members, or significant others towards adoptive children;

(d) The attitudes of the applicants toward the birth parents and the reasons children may be in need of adoptive placement;

(e) The applicant’s plan for discussing adoption with the child;

(f) The applicant’s emotional stability and maturity;

(g) The applicant’s ability to cope with problems;

(h) The applicant’s capacity to give and receive affection;

(i) The applicant’s child caring skills;

(j) The adjustment of birth children, and previously adopted children, if appropriate;

(k) The applicant’s ability to provide financially for the child and other family members;

(l) A medical assessment identifying any medical problems which may limit the applicant’s ability to parent a child to adulthood;

(m) The applicant’s religious orientation, if any;

(n) The location and physical environment of the home;

(o) The plan for child care if the prospective adoptive parents both work outside the home;

(p) A recommendation in regard to the number, age, sex, characteristics, and special needs of the children who can be best served by the family;

(q) Evidence of screening of the applicants by the Florida Protective Services System Abuse Registry and law enforcement clearance; and

(r) Any special characteristics or limitations of the applicant’s regarding children placed for adoption in their home.
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