65C-20.010 Health Related Requirements.

(1) General Requirements.

(a) Animals, pets or fowl must have current immunizations, if immunizations are available for the type of animal, pet or fowl, and be free of disease. Parents must be informed in writing of all animals on the premises of the home. Such information may be provided by way of a parent flier, a notification statement, or a statement included in the child's enrollment form.

(b) All areas and surfaces accessible to children shall be free of toxic substances and hazardous materials. All potentially harmful items including cleaning supplies, flammable products, poisonous and toxic materials must be labeled. These items as well as knives, and sharp tools and other potentially dangerous hazards shall be stored in locations inaccessible to the children in care.

(c) All family day care home operators shall inform parents in writing, if someone living in the home smokes. Pursuant to Chapter 386, F.S., while children are in care, smoking is prohibited within the family day care home, all outdoor play areas and in vehicles when transporting children. 

(d) At all times when children are in care, all firearms and weapons as defined in Section 790.001, F.S., shall be stored in a location inaccessible to children and in accordance with Section 790.174, F.S.

(e) Play areas shall be clean, free of litter, nails, glass and other hazards.

(f) Family day care homes caring only for infants under 12 months of age, shall not be required to have an outdoor play area; however, infants in care shall be provided opportunities for outdoor time each day that weather permits. For all other family day care homes, including those providing evening care, the outdoor space shall be fenced, a minimum of 4 feet in height, if the family day care home property borders any of the following:

1. Laned road or laned street open to travel by the public;

2. Road or street open to travel by the public divided by a median;

3. Road or street open to travel by the public where the posted or unposted speed limit is equal to or greater than 25 miles per hour; by municipal or county ordinance, pursuant to Section 316.189, F.S.

4. Lake, ditch, pond, brook, canal or other water hazard.

All in-ground swimming pools and above-ground swimming pools, more than one foot deep, shall have either a fence or barrier on all four sides, a minimum of 4 feet in height, separating the home from the swimming pool, or a pool alarm that is operable at all times when children are in care. The fence or barrier may not have any gaps or openings that could allow a young child to crawl under, squeeze through, or climb over the barrier. All spas and hot tubs must meet the same barrier requirements for in-ground and above-ground swimming pools, or instead, spas and hot tubs may be covered with a safety cover, as defined in Section 515.25(1), F.S., that complies with ASTM F1346-91(Standard Performance Specification for Safety Covers and Labeling Requirements for All Covers for Swimming Pools, Hot Tubs, and Spas) at all times when children are in care. The exterior wall of the home, if it has ingress and egress, does not constitute a fence or barrier. All doors or gates in the fence or barrier shall be locked at all times when children are in care and when the pool is not being used by the children in care. In addition to the fence, barrier or pool alarm, the family day care home operator shall ensure that all exterior doors leading to the pool, spa, or hot tub area remain locked at all times while children are in care. Barriers may be temporary in nature but must be sturdy and meet all the above requirements and be in place during all times when children are in care. The wall of an above-ground swimming pool may be used as its barrier; however, such structure must be at least 4 feet in height. In addition, any ladder or steps that are the means of access to an above-ground pool must be removed at all times while children are in care and when the pool is not being used by the children in care.

(g) If a family day care home uses a swimming pool, it shall be maintained by using chlorine or other suitable chemicals. If the family day care home uses a swimming pool, which exceeds three (3) feet in depth at the family day care home site, one person who has completed a basic water safety course such as one offered by the American Red Cross, YMCA or other organization, must be present when children have access to the swimming area. If the family day care home uses swimming pools not at the site of the family day care home, or takes the children to water areas such as a beach or lake for swimming activities, the family day care home operator must provide one person with a certified lifeguard certificate or equivalent, who must be present when children are in the swimming area, unless a certified lifeguard is on duty.

(h) A family day care home must include a designated area where each child can sit quietly or lie down to rest or nap.

(i) Each child in care must be provided safe and sanitary bedding to be used when napping. Bedding means a cot, bed, crib, mattress, playpen or floor mat. Air mattresses and foam mattresses may not be used for napping. Mats must be at least one inch thick and covered with an impermeable surface.

(j) Children one year of age or older may sleep on beds used by the family provided individual linens are provided for each child. Each child shall have a separate bed, cot, crib, playpen, mattress or floor mat, except that two (2) sibling preschool children may share a double bed. When children remain overnight, playpens, air mattresses, foam mattresses, and mats are not acceptable and the operator must prepare a written plan outlining the sleeping arrangements of the children in care to be provided to the licensing counselor upon request. If the children are sleeping overnight, the operator must ensure accepted bedtime routines, such as brushing teeth and face and hand washing. Toothbrushes, towels and wash cloths may not be shared.

(k) Children up to one (1) year of age must be in their own crib, portacrib or playpen with sides. When napping or sleeping, young infants that are not capable of rolling over on their own shall be positioned on their back and on a firm surface to reduce the risk of Sudden Infant Death Syndrome (SIDS), unless an alternative position is authorized in writing by a physician. The documentation shall be maintained in the child’s record.

(l) A minimum distance of eighteen (18) inches must be maintained between individual napping space. Napping spaces shall not be designated in kitchens, bathrooms, utility rooms, or garages. If separate rooms are used for napping, the doors to each room shall remain open to allow the operator to respond to emergencies and needs of the children.

(m) Potable drinking water shall be available to children of all ages at all times. If disposable cups are used, they must be discarded after each use.

(n) Rodents and vermin shall be exterminated. Pest control shall not take place while rooms are occupied by children.

(o) All parts of the home, both indoors and outdoors, including the furnishings, equipment, and plumbing shall be kept clean and sanitary, free of hazards, in an orderly condition and in good repair at all times. The family day care home shall have an operable smoke detector and fire extinguisher with a current certificate, at least one operable corded telephone, and lighting that allows for safe movement and egress for children in care. At all times and appropriate for the activity, lighting in family day care homes must be sufficient enough to allow the operator to visually observe and supervise children in care. The home must have proper ventilation, and the temperature must be maintained between 65 and 82 degrees Fahrenheit.

(p) If the operator chooses to supply food, the operator shall provide nutritious meals and snacks of a quantity and quality to meet the daily nutritional needs of the children. The USDA Food Guide Pyramid for Young Children, March 1999, which is incorporated by reference, shall be used to determine what food groups to serve at each meal or snack and the serving size of the selected foods for children one year of age and older. The fats and sweets category within the USDA Food Guide Pyramid for Young Children cannot be counted as a food group. Copies of the USDA Food Guide Pyramid for Young Children may be obtained from the district child care licensing office or local licensing agency. Using the USDA Food Guide Pyramid for Young Children; breakfast shall consist of at least three different food groups; lunch and dinner shall consist of at least four different food groups and snacks shall consist of at least two different food groups. If a special diet is required for a child by a physician, appropriate documentation shall be maintained in the child’s file to include the physician’s order, a copy of a diet and sample meal plan for the special diet. If the parent or legal guardian notifies the family day care home of any known food allergies, written documentation must be maintained in the child’s file. 

(2) Hygiene and Sanitation.

(a) Operators, substitutes, and children shall wash their hands with soap and running water, drying thoroughly, following personal hygiene procedures for themselves, or when assisting others and immediately after outdoor play.

(b) Soiled items shall be placed in plastic lined, securely covered containers which are not accessible to children. The container shall be emptied, cleaned and disinfected daily. Children’s wet or soiled clothing and crib sheets shall be changed promptly.

(c) Potty chairs, if used, shall be cleaned and sanitized after each use.

(d) Each child shall have his own individually labeled towel and wash cloth. If disposable towels are used they shall be discarded after each use.

(e) When children in diapers are in care, there shall be a diaper changing area with an impermeable surface which is cleaned with a sanitizing solution after each use. The diaper changing area shall not be in or near the food service area. Children must be attended at all times when being diapered or when changing clothes.

(3) First Aid Kit and Emergency Procedures.

(a) At least one first aid kit containing materials to administer first aid must be maintained on the premises of the family day care home at all times and on activities away from the home. The first aid kit shall be accessible to the operator and kept out of the reach of children. The kit must be clearly labeled “First Aid” and must, at a minimum, include:

1. Soap,

2. Band-Aids or equivalent,

3. Disposable non-porous gloves,

4. Cotton balls or applicators,

5. Sterile gauze pads and rolls,

6. Adhesive tape,

7. Thermometer,

8. Tweezers,

9. Pre-moistened wipes,

10. Scissors, and

11. A current resource guide on first aid and CPR procedures.

(b) Emergency Procedures and Notification

1. Emergency telephone numbers, including ambulance, fire, police, poison control center, Florida Abuse Hotline, county public health unit, and the address of and directions to the home, must be posed on or near all telephones and shall be used to protect the health, safety and well-being of any child in care. To meet the immediate needs of the child, family day care home operators shall call 911 or other emergency numbers in the event of an emergency.

2. Custodial parents or legal guardian’s shall be notified immediately in the event of any serious illness, accident, injury or emergency to their child and their specific instructions regarding action to be taken under such circumstances shall be obtained. If the custodial parent or legal guardian cannot be reached, the family day care home operator will contact those persons designated by the custodial parent or legal guardian to be contacted under these circumstances, and shall follow the written instructions provided by the custodial parent or legal guardian.

3. All accidents, incidents, and observed health related signs and symptoms which occur at a family day care home must be documented and shared with the custodial parent or legal guardian on the day they occur. Documentation shall include the name of the affected party, date and time of occurrence, description of occurrence, actions taken, and signature of operator and custodial parent or legal guardian. Records of accidents, incidents, and observed health related signs and symptoms must be maintained for one year.

4. Fire drills shall be conducted monthly and shall be conducted at various times when children are in care. A written record shall be maintained showing the date, time, number of children in attendance and time taken to evacuate the home. This record shall be maintained for six months.

5. After a fire or natural disaster, the operator must notify the licensing agency, within 24 hours, in order for the department or local licensing agency to ensure health standards are met for continued operation as a family day care home.

(4) Communicable Disease Control.

(a) Children in care shall be observed on a daily basis for signs of communicable disease.

(b) The family day care home shall have an isolation area for a child who becomes ill. The child’s condition shall be closely observed. Any child who is suspected of having a communicable disease or who has a fever, of 101 degrees Fahrenheit or higher, in conjunction with any other signs of or develops other signs and symptoms which include any of the following: diarrhea, rash, pink eye, vomiting, or skin infection, shall be placed in the isolation area. Linens and disposables shall be changed after each use. The condition shall be reported to the parent or legal guardian and the child shall be removed from the family day care home. Such children shall not return to the home without medical authorization, or until the signs and symptoms of the disease are no longer present.

(c) A child who has head lice will not be permitted to return until treatment has occurred. Verification of treatment may include a product box, box top, empty bottle, or signed statement by a parent or legal guardian, that treatment has occurred. 

(d) An operator or household member who develops signs and symptoms of a communicable disease which include any of the following: fever (of 101 degrees Fahrenheit or higher), in conjunction with any of the other following signs, diarrhea, rash, pink eye, or skin infection shall leave the areas of the home occupied by the children and shall not return without medical authorization, or until the signs and symptoms are no longer present. If it is the operator who is ill, the substitute must assume the operator’s responsibilities.

(5) Medication. Family day care homes are not required to give medication, however, if they choose to do so, the following shall apply:

(a) Prescription and non-prescription medication brought to the family day care home by the custodial parent or legal guardian must be in the original container. Prescription medication must have the label stating the name of the physician, child’s name, medication and medication directions. All prescription and non-prescription medication shall be dispensed according to written directions on the prescription label or printed manufacturer’s label. For the purposes of dispensing non-prescription medication that is not brought in by the parent, in the event of an emergency, non-prescription medication can only be dispensed if the facility has written authorization from the parent or legal guardian to do so. Any medication dispensed under these conditions must be documented in the child’s file and the parent or legal guardian must be notified on the day of occurrence. If the parent or legal guardian notifies the family day care home of any known allergies to medication, written documentation must be maintained in the child’s file.

(b) All medicines shall be kept out of the reach of children and must have child resistant caps.

(c) Medication which has expired or is no longer being administered shall be returned to the custodial parent or legal guardian.

(d) A written record documenting the child’s name, the name of the medication, date, time and amount of dosage to be given, and the signature of the custodial parent or legal guardian shall be maintained by the family child care provider. This record shall be initialed or signed by the adult who gave the medication.

(e) This record shall be maintained for six months.
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