65C-22.002 Physical Environment.

(1) General Requirements.

(a) All child care facilities must be in good repair, free from health and safety hazards, clean, and free from vermin infestation. During the hours that the facility is in operation, no portion of the building shall be used for any activity which endangers the health and safety of the children.

(b) All areas and surfaces accessible to children shall be free of toxic substances and hazardous materials.

(c) Animals must be properly immunized, free of disease, and clean. Parents must be informed in writing of all animals on the premises. Such information may be provided by way of conspicuously posted notice or bulletin, policy handbook, parent flier, or a statement included on the enrollment form.

(d) All potentially harmful items including cleaning supplies, flammable products, poisonous, toxic, and hazardous materials must be labeled. These items as well as knives and sharp tools shall be stored in locations inaccessible to the children in care.

(e) No firearms or weapons as defined in Section 790.001, F.S., shall be allowed within any building or conveyance, or upon any person located on the premises, excluding federal, state or local Law Enforcement Officers.

(f) No narcotics, alcohol, or other impairing drugs shall be present on the premises.

(g) Pursuant to Chapter 386, F.S., smoking is prohibited within the child care facility, all outdoor play areas, and in vehicles when being used to transport children.

(h) Design and construction of a new child care facility or modifications to an existing facility, must meet the minimum requirements of the applicable local governing body.

(2) Rooms Occupied by Children.

(a) All rooms must have and maintain lighting the equivalent of 20 foot candles at three feet from the floor to allow for supervision and for safe methods of entering and exiting each room. In reading, painting, and other close work areas, lighting must be equivalent to 50 foot candles on the work surface. At all times lighting must be sufficient to visually observe and supervise children, including during naptime.

(b) An inside temperature of 65º to 82º F. must be maintained at all times.

(c) All rooms shall be kept clean, adequately ventilated and in good repair. Cleaning shall not take place while rooms are occupied by children except for general clean-up activities which are a part of the daily routine.

(d) Rodents and vermin shall be exterminated. Pest control shall not take place while rooms are occupied by children.

(3) Indoor Floor Space.

(a) A child care facility that held a valid license on October 1, 1992, must have a minimum of 20 square feet of usable indoor floor space for each child. A child care facility that did not hold a valid license on October 1, 1992, and seeks regulatory approval to operate as a child care facility, must have a minimum of 35 square feet of usable indoor floor space for each child.

(b) Usable indoor floor space refers to that space available for indoor play, classroom, work area, or nap space. Usable indoor floor space is calculated by measuring at floor level from interior walls and by deleting space for stairways, toilets and bath facilities, permanent fixtures and non-movable furniture. Kitchens, offices, laundry rooms, storage areas, and other areas not used in normal day-to-day operations are not included when calculating usable indoor floor space.

(c) Shelves or storage for toys and other materials shall be considered as usable indoor floor space if accessible to children.

(d) Where infants are in care, they shall have open indoor floor space outside of cribs and playpens. The space used for play may be interchangeable with space used for cribs and play pens.

(4) Outdoor Play Area.

(a) There shall be a minimum of forty-five (45) square feet of usable, safe and sanitary outdoor play area per child, one (1) year of age and older. A minimum outside play area shall be provided for one-half (1/2) of this identified population.

(b) The outdoor play area shall be calculated at the rate of forty-five (45) square feet per child in any group using the play area at one time.

(c) The outdoor play area shall be clean, free of litter, nails, glass and other hazards.

1. The outdoor play area shall provide shade.

2. During outdoor play, personnel must situate themselves in the outdoor play area so that all children can be observed and direct supervision provided.

(d) The facility’s outdoor play area shall be fenced in accordance with accepted safety practices and local ordinances to prevent access by children to all water hazards, within or adjacent to outdoor play areas, such as pools, ditches, retention and fish ponds.

(e) The outdoor play area shall have and maintain safe and adequate fencing or walls a minimum of four (4) feet in height. Fencing, including gates, must be continuous and shall not have gaps that would allow children to exit the outdoor play area. The base of the fence must remain at ground level, free from erosion or build-up, to prevent inside or outside access by children or animals. 

(f) For the purposes of a licensed urban child care facility, an additional minimum of 45 square feet of usable indoor play space for 25% of the licensed capacity shall be substituted for outdoor play space. The urban child care facility must provide this additional indoor space with equipment that provides physical activities appropriate for the age of the children.

(g) Infants in care shall be provided opportunities for outdoor time each day that weather permits.

(5) Napping and Sleeping Space. For the purposes of these standards, sleeping refers to the normal overnight sleep cycle while napping refers to a brief period of rest during daylight or early evening hours.

(a) Each facility must include a designated area where a child can sit quietly and lie down to rest or nap. When not in use, napping space and usable indoor floor space may be used interchangeably.

(b) Each child in care must be provided safe and sanitary bedding to be used when napping or sleeping. Bedding means a cot, bed, crib, playpen, mattress (excluding an air mattress or a foam mattress) or floor mat. Floor mats must be at least one inch thick and covered with an impermeable surface. Floor mats, foam mattresses, air mattresses, and playpens may not be used for care when children are sleeping. Bedding must be appropriate for the child’s size. Bedding is not required for school age children, however, the program or facility shall provide an area as described in paragraph 65C-22.002(5)(a), F.A.C., for those children choosing to rest.

(c) Linens, if used, must be laundered at least once each week and more often if soiled or dirty. Linens, if used for more than one child shall be laundered between usage. Linens must be provided when children are sleeping and pillows and blankets must be available.

(d) Linens must be stored in a sanitary manner.

(e) A minimum distance of eighteen (18) inches must be maintained around individual napping and sleeping spaces. Exit areas must remain clear in accordance with fire safety regulations.

(f) Children up to one (1) year of age must be in their own crib, portacrib or playpen with sides. When napping or sleeping, young infants that are not capable of rolling over on their own should be positioned on their back and on a firm surface to reduce the risk of Sudden Infant Death Syndrome (SIDS), unless an alternate position is authorized in writing by a physician. The documentation shall be maintained in the child’s record. Crib sides must be raised and secured while an infant is in the crib. Cribs must meet the construction regulations as outlined in Title 16, Parts 1508 & 1509, Code of Federal Regulations.

(g) No double or multi-deck cribs, cots or beds may be used.

(6) Toilet and Bath Facilities.

(a) Each child care facility shall provide and maintain toilet and bath facilities, which are easily accessible and at a height usable by the children. Platforms are acceptable when safely constructed and easily cleaned and sanitized.

(b) For facilities having from one to fifteen children, there shall be one toilet and one wash basin. There shall be one additional toilet and basin for every thirty children thereafter. For design and construction of a new child care facility or modification to an existing facility, paragraph 65C-22.002(1)(j), F.A.C., shall apply.

1. If only diapered infants are cared for in the facility, there need be only one toilet plus two basins for each thirty infants.

2. Potty chairs, if used, shall be in addition to the toilet requirements and shall be cleaned and sanitized after each use.

(c) Toilet facilities shall not open directly into an area where food is prepared. A toilet facility may open directly into an area used by children where food is served.

(d) Children must receive supervision and care in accordance with their age and required needs and be accounted for at all times while bathing or toileting.

(e) At least one portable or permanent bath facility shall be provided and be available for bathing children.

(f) Running water, toilet paper, disposable towels or hand drying machines that are properly installed and maintained, soap and trash receptacles shall be available and within reach of children using the toileting facility.

(g) Each basin and toilet must be maintained in good operating condition and sanitized as needed, at least once per day.

(7) Fire Safety.

(a) Unless statutorily exempted, all child care facilities shall conform to state standards adopted by the State Fire Marshal, Chapter 69A-36, F.A.C., Uniform Standards for Life Safety and Fire Prevention in Child Care Facilities and shall be inspected annually. A copy of the current and approved annual fire inspection report by a certified fire inspector must be on file with the licensing authority.

(b) There shall be at least one corded telephone in the child care facility which is neither locked nor located at a pay station and is available to all staff during the hours of operation.

(c) Fire drills shall be conducted monthly and shall be conducted when children are in care. A current attendance record must accompany staff out of the building during a drill or actual evacuation and be used to account for all children.

(8) Health and Sanitation.

(a) General Requirements.

1. All buildings, when the windows or doors are open, must have and maintain screens to prevent entrance of any insect or rodent. Screens are not required for open air classrooms and picnic areas.

2. Following personal hygiene procedures for themselves or when assisting others, and immediately after outdoor play, employees, volunteers, and children shall wash their hands with soap and running water, drying thoroughly.

3. Safe drinking water shall be available to all children. If disposable cups are used, they must be discarded after each use.

4. If the children are sleeping overnight in the facility, child care staff must ensure accepted bedtime routines, such as brushing teeth and face and hand washing. Toothbrushes, towels and wash cloths may not be shared.

(b) Diapering Requirements.

1. Hand washing facilities which include a basin with running water, disposable towels or hand drying machines that are properly installed and maintained, soap, and trash receptacle shall be maintained in the infant room or in an adjoining room which opens into the room where infants or children with special needs in diapers are in care. Hands shall be washed and dried thoroughly after each diapering or toileting procedure. Handwashing sinks shall not be used for food service preparation or food clean up.

2. When children in diapers are in care, there shall be a diaper changing area with an impermeable surface which is cleaned with a sanitizing solution after each use. Children must be attended at all times when being diapered or when changing clothes.

3. Diaper changing shall be in a separate area from the feeding or food service area.

4. There shall be a supply of clean diapers, clothing and linens at all times, which shall be changed or removed promptly when soiled or wet.

5. Soiled disposable diapers shall be disposed of in a plastic lined, securely covered container, which is not accessible to children. The container shall be emptied and sanitized at least daily.

6. Soiled cloth diapers shall be emptied of feces in the toilet and placed in a securely covered container which is not accessible to children. The container shall be emptied and sanitized daily.

(9) Equipment and Furnishings.

(a) Indoor Equipment.

1. A child care facility shall make available toys, equipment and furnishings suitable to each child’s age and development and of a quantity for each child to be involved in activities.

2. Toys, equipment and furnishings must be safe and maintained in a sanitary condition.

(b) Outdoor Equipment.

1. A child care facility shall provide an maintain equipment and play activities suitable to each child’s age and development.

2. All play equipment shall be securely anchored, unless portable by design, in good repair, maintained in safe condition, and placed to ensure safe usage by the children. Maintenance shall include checks at least every other month, of all supports, above and below the ground, all connectors, and moving parts.

3. Permanent playground equipment must have a ground cover or other protective surface under the equipment which provides resilience and is maintained to reduce the incidence of injuries to children in the event of falls.

4. All equipment, fences, and objects on the facility’s premises shall be free of sharp, broken and jagged edges and properly placed to prevent overcrowding or safety hazards in any one area.

5. All equipment used in the outdoor play area shall be constructed and maintained to allow for water drainage and maintained in a safe and sanitary condition.
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