65C-24.011 Eligibility Process.

(1) Initial Application.

(a) The child’s relative caregiver shall be referred (or can self-refer) to the Economic Self-Sufficiency Services eligibility office to complete the Request for Assistance (RFA) for temporary cash assistance.

(b) An appointment is scheduled with a Public Assistance Specialist for an interactive interview.

(c) The Public Assistance Specialist must review the family composition and determine if the family is eligible for temporary cash assistance or if the child is eligible for a “child only” payment pursuant to Rules 65A-4.201-.216, F.A.C.

(d) If all eligibility factors are met, the case is approved for temporary cash assistance.

(2) Conversion to Relative Caregiver Program Payment. Upon notification from the family services counselor that the new home study has been completed, the home has been approved, the child has been adjudicated dependent, and that the court has ordered the child’s continued placement with the relative, the Public Assistance Specialist shall convert the temporary cash assistance to the Relative Caregiver payment for each eligible child. Payment cannot be received from W.A.G.E.S. and Relative Caregiver Program in the same month.

Specific Authority 39.012, 39.0121(10), 39.5085(2)(a), (b), (d) FS. Law Implemented 39.5085 FS. History– New 6-1-99.

