65C-24.012 Determining the Amount of the Monthly Benefit Payment.

(1) Statutory Requirements. Subsection 39.5085(2)(d), F.S., provides that the amount of the Relative Caregiver Program benefit payment shall be based on the child’s age within a payment schedule established by rule of the department, and subject to availability of funding. The subsection further provides that the statewide average monthly rate under the program for children judicially placed with relatives who are not licensed as foster homes may not exceed 82 percent of the statewide average foster care rate, nor may the cost of providing Relative Caregiver Program assistance to any relative caregiver exceed the cost of providing out-of-home care in emergency shelter or foster care. See Attachment 1 to this chapter: Statewide Average Foster Care Rate; and Attachment 2 to this chapter: Relative Caregiver Payment Standards.

(2) Financial eligibility is determined by a comparison of the income, assets and needs of the child to the Relative Caregiver Program benefit payment standard in subsection 65C-24.012(4), F.A.C., that is applicable to the child’s age.

(3) The statewide average monthly foster care rate is as follows:


AGE
RATE 


0 through 5
$345 


6 through 12
$355 


13 to 18
$425 

(4) Monthly Relative Caregiver Program Payment Schedule by Age Categories. The basic monthly benefit payment schedule (not including Medicaid, family support and preservation services, flexible funds utilized in accordance with Section 409.165, F.S., subsidized child care, and other services which may be available through the department or other local, state or federal programs), based on the age of the child shall be:

Maximum = 82% of the statewide average foster care (board) rate.


AGE
RATE
AMOUNT 


0 through 5 years
70% of maximum
$242


6 through 12 years
70% of maximum
$249


13 to 18 years
70% of maximum
$298

Specific Authority 39.012, 39.0121(10), 39.5085(2)(a), (b), (d) FS. Law Implemented 39.5085 FS. History–New 6-1-99.

