65C-28.005 Changing Placements.

(1) Except in emergency situations or when ordered by the court, licensed out-of-home caregivers and the Guardian ad Litem or Attorney ad Litem, if appointed, shall be given at least two weeks notice prior to moving a child from one out-of-home placement to another. In emergency situations, a change of placement can be made immediately. The Services Worker shall within 72 hours inform the child, family, and the Guardian ad Litem or Attorney ad Litem , if appointed, of the move and the reasons an emergency placement change was necessary.

(2) The Services Worker shall prepare the child for a move and support the child during the re-placement process. The Services Worker shall:

(a) Assess the suitability of the placement as set forth in Rule 65C-28.004, F.A.C.;

(b) Ensure that the new caregivers, if relative or non-relative, have met all of the requirements of Rules 65C-28.011 and 65C-28.012, F.A.C.;

(c) Prior to the change in placement, inform the child, family, child’s attorney, as well as the guardian ad litem or attorney ad litem, if appointed, of the move and the reasons a placement change is necessary.

(d) The Services Worker shall make efforts to continue the child's education in the school of origin for the duration of the removal episode unless the child is placed in another school district or out-of state. In this regard, the Services Worker shall meet the requirements of subsection 65C-28.004(3), F.A.C.

(3) The Services Worker shall provide supportive services to the caregiver where the child is residing to avoid a change in placement when possible. When a placement is in danger of disrupting, the Services Worker shall urge the caregiver to wait, when appropriate, to request removal of the child until:

(a) There is an appropriate break in the school year; and

(b) An appropriate alternative placement can be located.

(4) The caregiver at the new placement shall be prepared and informed prior to placement of the child and shall be given needed support to strengthen and maintain the child’s placement. Out-of-home caregivers shall be given all relevant information about the child in their care while maintaining confidentiality requirements. Specifically, the Services Worker shall:

(a) Inform the caregiver of all identified needs of the child and of the need to obtain services for those needs;

(b) Inform the caregiver about available programs that may provide financial and medical assistance for the child;

(c) Provide the caregiver with counseling and information regarding the dependency process and support services available in the community;

(d) Review with the licensed caregivers their roles and responsibilities according to the Bilateral Service Agreement; and

(e) Provide to the caregiver the Child’s Resource Record. The Child’s Resource Record from the previous placement(s) shall be reviewed with the caregiver upon the child’s new placement. The Services Worker shall discuss with the caregiver the caregiver’s role in maintaining and updating the Child’s Resource Record.

(f) Notify parents whose whereabouts are known when the child is moved to another placement.
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