65C-29.009 Criminal, Juvenile and Abuse/Neglect History Checks. 

(1) For each initial and additional abuse or neglect report received, the Florida Abuse Hotline will perform a systems check on all known subjects prior to assigning the report. 

(a) Statewide criminal history checks, through the Florida Crime Information Center (FCIC) will be performed on all subjects of the report age twelve or older. 

(b) A delinquency check is required for all subjects of the report age twelve to twenty-six. 

(c) The department’s statewide automated child welfare system shall be checked for prior and/or current child protective investigations and/or ongoing services involvement with all subjects of the report. 

(2) For each initial and additional abuse or neglect report received, the child protective investigator shall request a local history check from local law enforcement on all subjects of the report, household members and frequent visitors within 24 hours of receiving the available demographic information. State criminal history and delinquency record checks are not a substitute for local law enforcement call history checks. 

(a) The results of the local law enforcement history checks, including those that did not result in an arrest, shall be evaluated for patterns of behavior or domestic violence that may pose potential risk to a child. 

(b) The child protective investigator shall conduct a check of the Department of Corrections records on parents, legal custodians, caregivers, frequent visitors and any other persons residing in the household. 

(3) For any persons residing in the household or additional subjects of the report that were not included in the initial or additional abuse or neglect report, within twenty-four hours of the person becoming known, the child protective investigator shall:

(a) Contact the Florida Abuse Hotline to request statewide criminal history checks on all persons twelve and older, and delinquency checks on all persons twelve to twenty-six years of age; and

(b) Perform a check of the department’s statewide automated child welfare system for prior and/or current child protective investigations and/or ongoing services involvement with these persons. 

(c) Request a local criminal history check from local law enforcement. 

(4) A summary of the non-sealed and non-expunged statewide criminal history and abuse history checks shall be documented in the automated investigative file.

 (5) When a child is taken into protective custody and placed with a relative or non-relative caregiver, the investigator shall conduct the required criminal history and delinquency record check requirements for relative and non-relative placement requirements under Rule 65C-28.011, F.A.C., prior to placement. 
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