65C-31.003 Aftercare Support Services for Young Adults Formerly in Foster Care.

(1) The services worker shall provide support to young adults formerly in foster care through making of service referrals in the community to assist young adults in developing “the skills and abilities necessary for independent living”.

(2) Eligibility for Aftercare Support. A young adult who leaves foster care at age 18 but requests services prior to his or her 23rd birthday shall be eligible for aftercare support services. There is no formal written application to receive aftercare support service referrals. 

(3) Application Process for Aftercare Support Cash Assistance. 

(a) The services worker shall assist the young adult to receive cash assistance for housing, electric, water, gas, sewer service, food, and any other provisions permitted under Section 409.1451(5)(a), F.S. Prior to arranging for the provision of cash assistance, the services worker shall explore the feasibility of agreements with community providers to waive fees, contacting relatives and other such options.

(b) The young adult shall complete the “Aftercare Support Services Cash Assistance Application”, CF-FSP 5294, September 2005, incorporated by reference.

(c) If a young adult requests further services, see Rule 65C-31.005, F.A.C., Transitional Support Services for Young Adults Formerly in Foster Care. 

(4) Payment Requirements for Aftercare Support Services Recipients. The services worker responsible for the case shall choose between making one payment directly to the young adult formerly in foster care or, at the request of the young adult, paying all or a portion of the funds to a service provider. 

Specific Authority 409.1451(10) FS. Law Implemented 409.1451(1), (2), (3)(a), (c), (d), (5)(a) F.S. History–New 7-27-06.

