65C-31.004 Road to Independence Scholarship.

(1) Initial Application for Scholarship Eligibility. Each student, with the assistance of the services worker if requested by the young adult, shall complete an RTI Scholarship Application. This application shall be completed and signed by the student, reviewing authority and approval authority and a copy must be placed in the case file.

(a) For the initial award, a young adult formerly in foster care must:

1. Be age 18, 19 or 20,

2. Have been a dependent child pursuant to Chapter 39, F.S.,

3. Be or have been in the legal and/or physical custody of the Department of Children and Family Services at the time of his or her 18th birthday,

4. Have spent at least 6 months in foster care before reaching his or her 18th birthday, which may include the time the youth spent in shelter status in state custody,

5. Be a resident of Florida per Section 1009.40, F.S.; and,

6. Meet one of the following educational requirements:

a. Earned a standard high school diploma or its equivalent as described in Section 1003.43 or 1003.435, F.S., or earned a special diploma or special certificate of completion as described in Section 1003.438, F.S., and has been admitted for full-time enrollment in an eligible postsecondary education institution as defined in Section 1009.533, F.S.

b. Is enrolled full time in an accredited high school, unless he or she has a documented disability and has provided documentation that part-time attendance is a necessary accommodation, or

c. Is enrolled full time in an accredited adult education program designed to provide the student with a high school diploma or its equivalent, unless he or she has a documented disability and has provided documentation that part-time attendance is a necessary accommodation.

(b) In addition, young adults age 18 up to their 23rd birthday who were adopted from foster care at age 16 or 17 and are attending an institution of higher education, whether on a full or part time basis, and meet the other criteria set forth for scholarship eligibility are eligible to receive the scholarship award. The same application shall be used for children adopted at age 16 or 17 applying for ETV funds. These funds are intended to assist in meeting the student’s living expenses or provide for basic personal needs.

(c) Application Process for Scholarship.

1. The services worker shall assist each youth between the ages 17 years, 6 months and 18 years of age to apply for the Road to Independence Scholarship. The youth shall:

a. Complete the application.

b. Obtain document of proof of enrollment.

2. Each departmental district/region or contracted service provider shall designate a services worker to assist each young adult applying for or receiving independent living services. The young adult shall submit his or her application to the Independent Living services worker designated by the department or its contracted service provider. The Independent Living services worker shall have 10 working days to review the application and approve or deny the scholarship award or, if not the approval authority, shall forward the request to the approval authority early enough to have it approved within the ten-day period.

3. If approved, the services worker or Independent Living services worker shall notify the youth in writing within 10 working days of the determination. The monthly scholarship award shall be distributed at the beginning of the month that the recipient turns 18 years of age or, if approval occurs after the youth’s 18th birthday, at the beginning of the next month following approval of the application. For youth approved prior to their 18th birthday, the first monthly scholarship award shall not be prorated regardless of the day of the month recipient turns 18 years of age.

4. If the application is denied, the services worker or services worker shall notify the youth in writing within 10 working days of the determination and shall provide the youth the procedure for filing an appeal and the “Independent Living Benefits Due Process Rights,” brochure, CF/PI 175-11, September 2005, incorporated by reference, and notify the youth of other available benefits, including transitional support services or aftercare support.

5. If a young adult formerly in foster care did not complete the application process prior to his or her 18th birthday, or if the application was not approved, the young adult may apply once prior to his or her 21st birthday. The eligibility requirements contained in paragraph 65C-31.004(1)(a), F.A.C., apply. No retroactive benefits are available due to delayed completion of the application process by the youth.

(2) Scholarship Renewal. The services worker shall evaluate for renewal each scholarship award annually during the 90-day period before the student’s birthday. In order to be eligible for a renewal award for the subsequent year the student shall:

(a) Complete the number of hours, or the equivalent considered full time by the educational institution, in the last academic year in which the young adult earned a scholarship, except for a young adult who meets the requirements of Section 1009.41, F.S.

(b) Maintain appropriate progress as required by the educational institution, except that, if the young adult's progress is insufficient to renew the scholarship at any time during the eligibility period, the young adult may restore eligibility by improving his or her progress to the required level.

(3) Scholarship Reinstatement. A student who has lost eligibility for the RTI scholarship or who choose not to renew the award may apply for reinstatement one time before his or her 23rd birthday using “Road to Independence Scholarship and/or Education Training Vouchers (ETV) Funds Reinstatement Application,” CF-FSP 5297, September 2005, incorporated by reference. In order to be eligible for reinstatement the student must meet the eligibility criteria and the criteria for scholarship renewal.

(4) RTI Scholarship Needs Assessment. An RTI Needs Assessment must be completed on each student who has been awarded the RTI scholarship.

(a) State Requirements. The amount of the award, whether it is being used by a young adult working toward completion of a high school diploma or its equivalent or working toward completion of a postsecondary education program, shall be determined based on an assessment of the funding needs of the young adult. This assessment shall consider the young adult’s living and educational costs and other grants, scholarships, waivers, earnings, and other income to be received by the young adult.

(b) Federal Requirements. The total amount of ETV funds and any other federal educational assistance to the young adult shall not exceed the young adult’s cost of attendance.

(5) Payment Requirements for Scholarship Recipients.

(a) The services worker responsible for the case shall determine how the monthly scholarship awards will be paid according to either of the two following methods:

1. Direct payment to the young adult,

2. Payment of a portion of the scholarship award to a service provider and the balance to the young adult, if requested by the young adult. If the young adult makes this request, it must be made in writing.

(b) ETV funds are available pursuant to the following:

1. For students attending an institution of higher education, including community college, university or vocational education courses. High school or GED attendance does not qualify.

2. For youth adopted at age 16 or 17 from foster care who are attending an institution of higher learning.

3. Part-time attendance at an institution of higher education may qualify young adults under Florida’s transitional support services component.

(c) Renewal of Road to Independence Scholarships.

1. Young adults formerly in foster care are required to renew their scholarships on an annual basis.

2. Departmental districts/regions or contracted service provider agencies shall develop a plan for renewal of scholarships. At a minimum, the plan shall address the tracking and scheduling of scholarship renewals and those staff responsible for notifying for these activities as well as notifying the scholarship recipient of his or her obligations during the renewal period.

3. Each approved award shall be evaluated and renewed during the 90-day period prior to the young adult’s birthday.

4. If the young adult is awarded a scholarship within 90 days prior to his or her next birthday, he/she is not required to file for renewal until the following birthday.

5. For young adults who were adopted from foster care at age 16 or 17, the same procedures established above shall be followed when renewing their ETV funds.

(d) Eligibility to Renew Road to Independence Scholarships. The young adult shall:

1. Make one application for the initial award prior to his or her 21st birthday.

2. Complete the number of hours, or the equivalent considered full time by the educational institution, in the last academic year in which the young adult earned a scholarship, except for a young adult who meets the requirements of Section 1009.41, F.S.

3. Maintain appropriate progress as required by the educational institution, except that, if the young adult’s progress is insufficient to renew the scholarship at any time during the eligibility period, the young adult may restore eligibility by improving his or her progress to the required level.

(e) Documentation Requirements for Scholarship Recipients. All eligible recipients shall:

1. Provide documentation of enrollment in a high school or institution of higher education; and,

2. Provide documentation of progress made in his or her course of study during the most recently completed school term.
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