62-17.293 Fees, Disbursement of Funds, Contracts.

(1) The Department will take no action on any notice-of-intent, application, or petition for modification until it has received the appropriate fee described below:

(a) A fee of $2,500 for each notice-of-intent to file an application for site certification.

(b) An application fee, comprised of the amounts in subparagraphs 1. and 2., as applicable:

1. Generating capacity and fuel to be permitted: 

	
	TYPE/CAPACITY
	FEE

	
	Nuclear
	$200,000 

	
	Fossil fuel (coal, oil or emulsified bitumen, except gas) 500
	$200,000 

	
	MW or larger
	

	
	Fossil fuel (coal, oil, or emulsified bitumen, except gas) less
	$175,000 plus (b)2. 

	
	than 500 MW
	

	
	Gas-fired, 100 MW or larger
	$150,000 plus (b)2. 

	
	Waste-To-Energy,
	$150,000 plus (b)2. 

	
	100 MW or larger
	

	
	Gas-fired or Waste-To-Energy less than 100 MW; Solar or
	$125,000 plus (b)2. 

	
	other, any size
	

	
	Combined Cycle fueled by associated coal gasification
	$150,000 plus (b)2. 

	
	facilities or oil heavier than #2
	

	
	Combined Cycle fueled by gas or distillate oil, 350 MW or
	$125,000 plus (b)2. 

	
	larger
	

	
	Combined Cycle fueled by gas or distillate oil, less than 350
	$100,000 plus (b)2. 

	
	MW
	


2. Associated linear facilites.

For associated linear facilities such as transmission lines, rail lines, or gas or oil pipelines which are proposed to be certified, a fee of $500 per mile of linear facility, as measured from the edge of the powerblock to the offsite terminus of the linear facility, is required in addition to the specified application fee, up to a maximum total fee of $200,000.

(c) Modifications.

1. No fee is required for modifications pursuant to Section 403.516(1)(a), F.S.

2. A $10,000 fee for a request for modification or a modification by agreement, pursuant to Section 403.516(1)(b), F.S., to be submitted by the licensee when the licensee files a request for modification.

3. If the licensee files a petition for modification pursuant to Section 403.516(1)(c), F.S., an additional fee of $20,000 fee for modification shall be filed with the petition.

(d) A supplemental application fee based on the supplemental generating capacity to be added and fuel to be permitted:  

	
	TYPE/CAPACITY OF 
	

	
	SUPPLEMENTAL UNITS
	FEE 

	
	Nuclear
	$75,000 

	
	Fossil fuel (coal, oil, or emulsified bitumen, except gas)
	$75,000 

	
	500 MW or larger
	

	
	Fossil fuel (coal, oil, or emulsified bitumen, except gas) less than 500 MW
	$65,000 

	
	Gas-fired, 100 MW or larger
	$65,000 

	
	Waste-To-Energy, 100 MW or larger
	$60,000 

	
	Gas-fired or Waste-To-Energy, less than 100 MW; solar or other, any size
	$50,000 

	
	Combined Cycle fueled by associated coal gasification facilities or oil
	$75,000 

	
	heavier than #2
	

	
	Combined Cycle fueled by gas or distillate oil
	$50,000 


(2) All fees shall be paid by check made payable to the department. All fees received under this Part shall be used and managed by the department solely for costs incurred in the conduct of activities pertaining to the notices-of-intent, applications for certification, postcertification review, or modifications of electrical power plant certifications.

(3) The following applies to management of the application fee:

(a) Allocations.

1. Sixty percent of each application fee shall be reserved for the department’s costs associated with reviewing and acting upon notices of intent, applications, or petitions; for the costs of notices published by the department; for Department issued contracts for studies; and for field services associated with monitoring the construction and operation of the facility.

2. Twenty percent of the fee, or $25,000, whichever is greater, is to be transferred to the Division of Administrative Hearings, in accordance with Section 403.518(1)(b)2., F.S., within 60 days after the assignment of an administrative law judge.

3. The remainder of the fee shall be reserved for reimbursement as described below for the following agencies for authorized expenses identified in subsection (6) below: the Department of Community Affairs; the Game and Fresh Water Fish Commission; and each water management district, regional planning council, or local government in whose jurisdiction the proposed electrical power plant is to be located, or any other agency from which the Department requests special studies pursuant to Section 403.507(2)(a)8., F.S.

4. In the event that the funds in subparagraph 3. above are not sufficient to provide for complete reimbursement of all agencies, reimbursement to each agency shall be on a prorated basis. The portion of the fee received for the site shall be allocated on a pro rata basis to those agencies with jurisdiction over all or part of the site.

(b) In order to receive reimbursement for participation in the proceedings, the affected agencies must submit invoices for reimbursement to the department’s Siting Coordination Office for review by the department’s Bureau of Finance & Accounting. The invoices must be submitted no later than 45 days after final action by the Siting Board or after notification of withdrawal of the application. Invoices received after the deadline shall not be deemed eligible for reimbursement unless good cause is demonstrated to the department. Each invoice must be accompanied by an itemization of the time and expenses incurred in accordance with state auditing procedures.

(c) If any sums are remaining after the payment of the other agencies’ eligible expenses, these sums shall be retained by the department for its use in the same manner as is otherwise authorized by the Florida Electrical Power Plant Siting Act, unless the application is withdrawn.

(4) The management of the supplemental application fee shall be the same as provided for in subsection (3) above, except that $20,000 shall be transferred to the Division of Administrative Hearings within 60 days after the assignment of the administrative law judge.

(5) The following applies to management of the modification fees:

(a) The disbursement of the initial $10,000 fee shall be as follows:

1. The department shall retain $6,000.

2. The remaining $4,000 shall be eligible for pro-rata disbursement among the agencies participating in the modification action.

(b) Where a hearing is required and an additional $20,000 is submitted, the disbursement of the fee shall be as follows:

1. The Division of Administrative Hearings shall be transferred $10,000 after receipt of the petition for modification.

2. The department shall retain $6,000.

3. The remaining $4,000 shall be eligible for pro-rata disbursement among the agencies participating in the modification action.

(6) The following, subject to any necessary verification, may be considered authorizable, eligible expenses for the processing of notices-of-intent, applications, or modifications:

(a) Salary costs for the following:

1. The conduct of studies for, and preparation of, reports required in accordance with Section 403.507, F.S.

2. Site inspections.

3. Attendance at hearings, depositions, and other administrative or legal proceeding.

4. Program administration, technical reviews, and legal support.

5. Other Personal Service (OPS) help for technical review, site inspections, studies, report preparation and participation in siting proceedings.

(b) Contracts for studies approved by the department and which comply with subsection (7) below.

(c) Travel costs. Any reimbursement claims for travel costs must be accompanied by an approved State of Florida travel voucher.

(d) Copying and reproduction costs for reports, notices, and legal pleadings.

(e) Telephone and communication expenses.

(f) Materials needed for studies and report preparation (e.g., maps, aerial-photographs).

(7) All contracts shall be directly related to the evaluation of the certification application. Any agency intending to incur an expense for a contract for studies pursuant to Section 403.507, F.S., shall first obtain approval from the department for the amount and purpose of such expenditure. All such studies shall be related to the jurisdiction of the agencies and shall be directly related to the evaluation of the certification application. Any such contract must specify that:

(a) Receipt of the preliminary results will be available in time for agency report submittals with final results available at least 90 days prior to the certification hearing.

(b) The studies shall be finalized in writing.

(c) Final reimbursement to the contractor shall not occur unless complete results are submitted such that the schedule of paragraph (a) above can be met.

(d) The contractor will be available to act as a witness in certification proceedings.
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