62-17.540 Application for Corridor Certification, Amendments, Modifications.

(1) Applications for certification shall follow the format and shall be supported by information and technical studies, as prescribed by DEP form 62-1.212(1) unless otherwise agreed to by the Department and affected agencies. Prior to application filing, the applicant may request and the department shall grant a meeting between the applicant, the department and all potential statutory parties which are known to determine what informational requirements required by the application form may be waived, modified, or reduced in scope for a particular application. Subsequent to this meeting, the applicant may submit a written agreement to the department and all potential statutory parties which are known as to the appropriate changes in scope, quantity, and specificity of information to be provided in the application. The department shall publish notice of receipt of the proposed written agreement as provided in subsection 62-17.750(2), F.A.C. After publication of notice, such written agreement shall be deemed binding except to the extent an affected agency specifically disagrees within 25 days of receipt of the proposed written agreement and indicates all changes necessary to render the written agreement acceptable to the agency. All such changes with which the applicant agrees in writing shall be incorporated into the agreement. If an agency and the applicant are unable to agree on a proposed change of application information requirement, the applicant must fully complete the portion of the application with which there is disagreement. Any affected agencies’ disagreements shall be in writing and include the reasons for such disagreements.

(2) Ten copies of the certification application shall be submitted by the applicant to the department. The department may provide in the application form, or by written agreement with the applicant, that less than 10 copies be submitted of parts of the certification application. Within 7 days of receipt of an application, the department shall request the Division of Administrative Hearings to designate a hearing officer. The department shall file a copy of the application with the hearing officer immediately upon being advised by the Division of Administrative Hearings of assignment of the hearing officer and the following shall be accomplished:

(a) Within 7 days of the filing of the application, the department shall provide the applicant and the Division of Administrative Hearings the names and addresses of those affected or other agencies entitled to notice and copies of the application and any amendments.

(b) Within 7 days after completeness has been determined, the department shall provide a schedule of significant dates to be followed during the certification process to the hearing officer, the applicant, and the agencies identified pursuant to paragraph (a).

(c) Within 7 days after completeness has been determined, the applicant shall distribute copies of the application to the agencies identified by the department pursuant to paragraph (a) and to all other parties to the certification proceeding within 7 days of the determination of completeness or within 7 days of their appearance, whichever is later.

(d) Within five days of distribution, the applicant shall provide a list to the department of the names and addresses of all the persons to whom the application was distributed.

(3)(a) Any amendments made to the application shall be sent by the applicant to the hearing officer and to all parties to the proceeding as well as to all persons who received a copy of the application.

(b) Amendments to an application shall follow the format and shall be supported by information as prescribed by DEP form 62-1.212(1), F.A.C. Appropriate revisions to the application text, figures, and photographs must be made to reflect the changes. Amendments may be submitted initially as correspondence, but formal revisions to the application, either in the form of amended application pages or an errata sheet listing all necessary changes to application pages, must be distributed within 15 days of correspondence submittal.

(c) Any correspondence from the applicant, including responses to agency completeness or sufficiency findings, which materially alters information contained in the application shall be deemed an amendment.

(4)(a) Except as otherwise provided in the conditions of certification, requests or petitions to modify certification shall be filed for all changes in transmission line corridor alignment.

(b) Except as otherwise provided in the conditions of certification, expansions in right-of-way width will be considered modifications pursuant to Section 403.5315, F.S.
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