62-17.545 Fees, Disbursement of Funds, Contracts.

(1) The Department will take no action on any application or petition for modification until it has received the appropriate fee described below:

(a)1. The application fee is $1000 for each mile of the proposed transmission line corridor, as measured along the centerline of the corridor, plus the amount listed in 2. Portions of a mile shall be computed on a decimal basis, e.g., the fee for 74.33 miles would be $74,330.00. When an applicant proposes secondary corridors as well as a primary one for consideration for certification, the application fee shall be computed on the basis of the longest corridor.

2. The following amounts are required in addition to the specified application fee:  

	Project Size
	Number of Substations or Substation Expansions Included
	Fee 

	
	in Certification Application
	

	230 kV: 
	
	

	
	0-2
	$

	
	3-4
	5,000

	
	5-6
	$10,000

	
	7-8
	$15,000

	
	over 8
	$20,000

	
	
	$25,000 

	500 kV: 
	
	

	
	0-2
	$10,000

	
	3-4
	$20,000

	
	5-6
	$30,000

	
	7-8
	$40,000

	
	over 8
	$50,000 


(b) A fee of $2,000 plus $750 per mile of the total realigned portion(s) of the corridor is required whenever an amendment is proposed by the applicant which includes one or more corridor alignment changes. Portions of a mile shall be computed on a decimal basis. No additional fee is required from an applicant for corridor changes initiated by other parties even if the applicant either does not object to or supports such a change.

(c)1. A $4,000 modification fee is required where no change in corridor alignment is proposed by the applicant.

2. Where a modification is proposed by the applicant which requires a corridor alignment change, the fee shall be $1,000 for each mile of corridor realignment as measured along the centerline of the realigned portion of the corridor, plus the amount listed below. Portions of a mile shall be computed on a decimal basis.

	Project Size
	Number of Substations or Substation Expansions Included
	Fee 

	
	in Certification Application
	

	230 kV: 
	
	

	
	0-2
	$

	
	3-4
	1,000

	
	5-6
	$

	
	7-8
	2,000

	
	over 8
	$

	
	
	3,000

	
	
	$

	
	
	4,000

	
	
	$ 5,000 

	500 kV: 
	
	

	
	0-2
	$

	
	3-4
	2,000

	
	5-6
	$

	
	7-8
	4,000

	
	over 8
	$

	
	
	6,000

	
	
	$

	
	
	8,000

	
	
	$10,000 


(2) All fees shall be paid by check made payable to the department. All fees received from applicants under this chapter will be deposited into the department’s Operating Trust Fund to be used by the department for costs incurred in the conduct of activities pertaining to applications for certification or modification of electrical transmission lines.

(3) Sixty percent of each fee shall be reserved for department costs associated with reviewing and acting upon applications or petitions; for costs of public notices published by the department; and for field services associated with monitoring construction and operation of the facility.

(4) Forty percent of the fee shall be reserved to reimburse for authorized expenses identified in subsection (6) below the Department of Community Affairs; the Department of Environmental Protection; the Game and Fresh Water Fish Commission; and the water management district, regional planning council, or local government in whose jurisdiction the proposed electrical transmission line corridor is to be located; or any other agency which received a copy of the application for review pursuant to Rule 62-17.540, F.A.C. In the event these reserved funds are not sufficient to provide for complete reimbursement of all agencies, reimbursement to each agency shall be on a prorated basis.

(5) All sums remaining after the payment of authorized agency expenses shall be retained by the department for its use in the same manner as is otherwise authorized by the Transmission Line Siting Act.

(6) The following procedures for reimbursement of authorized agency expenses shall apply after final agency action by the Board or withdrawal of the application. No later than 90 days after final action by the Siting Board or 60 days after withdrawal, invoices for reimbursement must be submitted to the Department’s Siting Coordination Office for review by the Department’s Bureau of Finance & Accounting. Each invoice must be accompanied by an itemization of the time and expenses incurred. Reimbursement shall occur no sooner than 120 days after final action by the Siting Board, or 90 days after withdrawal of the application.

(a) Direct application-related salary costs for the following:

1. The conduct of studies for, and preparation of, reports required in accordance with Section 403.526, F.S.

2. Site inspections.

3. Attendance at hearings, depositions, and other administrative or legal proceedings.

4. Technical reviews and legal support.

(b) Other Personal Service (OPS) help for technical review, site inspections, studies, report preparation and participation in siting proceedings.

(c) Contracts for studies pursuant to subsection (7) below.

(d) Application-related expenses for the following:

1. Travel costs. Any reimbursement claims for travel costs must be accompanied by an approved State of Florida travel voucher.

2. Copying and reproduction costs for reports, notices, and legal pleadings.

3. Telephone and communication expenses.

4. Materials needed for studies and report preparation (e.g. maps, aerial-photographs).

5. Authorized local governments may charge for the cost of public notice directly related to informational public meetings held pursuant to Section 403.5272, F.S.

(7) Any agency intending to incur an expense for a contract for studies pursuant to Section 403.526, F.S., shall first obtain prior written approval from the department for the amount and purpose of the expenditure. All such studies shall be related to the jurisdiction of the agencies and shall be directly related to the evaluation of the certification application. The applicant shall be furnished with a copy of any request for approval of a contract for studies within 10 days of receipt by the department.

(a) Any contract must specify that:

1. Receipt of the preliminary results will be available in time for agency report submittals with final results available at least 30 days prior to the certification hearing.

2. The studies shall be finalized in writing.

3. Final reimbursement to the agency and thus to the contractor shall not occur unless complete results are submitted such that the schedule of paragraph 1. above can be met.

4. The contractor will be available to act as a witness in certification proceedings.

(b) The breach of any provision of a contract for studies shall not be grounds for the alteration of any time limitation in the Act pursuant to Section 403.528, F.S.

(8) If the application is withdrawn, the department shall request all agencies to compute their expenses up to the time of application withdrawal, and within 30 days of the request, to submit invoices for that time period, including any expenses incurred in preparing the invoice, in accordance with subsection (6). Within 90 days of the notification of withdrawal, the applicant shall be refunded whatever amount remains after subtraction of all documented agency and department expenses.

Specific Authority 403.523 FS. Law Implemented 403.523, 403.5275, 403.5365 FS. History–New 11-20-80, Formerly 17-17.54(4), Amended 6-26-84, 4-14-86, 1-22-91, 1-26-93, Formerly 17-17.545.

