62-25.050 Delegation.

(1) The Department may, after notice in the Florida Administrative Weekly pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 120, F.S., delegate to either local governments or water management districts seeking such delegation, as provided in Sections 403.182, 403.812, F.S., and this rule, the authority to process notices, issue or deny permits, initiate enforcement actions, and monitor for compliance as provided in Sections 403.182, 403.812, F.S., and this section. Delegation shall not include the authority for a local government or a water management district to issue or deny permits for its own activities except replacement items or maintenance of existing facilities.

(2) A water management district which has been delegated stormwater regulation pursuant to this section may establish alternative requirements which protect the designated uses of waters of the state provided that the alternative requirements are approved by the Environmental Regulation Commission pursuant to Section 403.804, F.S., and have been incorporated by reference as department stormwater rules in Rule 62-25.090, F.A.C. These alternative requirements incorporated as department rules shall apply in lieu of the provisions of this chapter in the area of delegation, and applicable surface water management and stormwater permit discharge standards shall be applied in one permit proceeding. Following delegation to a water management district, those activities within the district that meet the exemption criteria of subsection 62-25.030(1), F.A.C., shall be exempt from the requirements of Rule 62-4.242, F.A.C., regarding Outstanding Florida Waters.

(3) A local government which has been delegated stormwater regulation pursuant to this rule may also establish by rule, ordinance or local law, alternative requirements provided the Department determines such alternative requirements are compatible with, or more stringent than, those imposed by this chapter.
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