62-40.510 Florida Water Plan.

(1) In cooperation with the water management districts, regional water supply authorities, and others, the Department shall develop the Florida Water Plan pursuant to Section 373.036, F.S. The Florida Water Plan shall include:

(a) The programs and activities of the Department related to water supply, water quality, flood protection and floodplain management, and natural systems;

(b) The water quality standards of the Department;

(c) The District Water Management Plans; 

(d) Performance measures;

(e) This chapter;

(f) Department overview, including a discussion of the interrelationships of Department and District programs;

(g) Water management goals and responsibilities, including the following areas of responsibilities:

1. Water supply protection and management,

2. Flood protection and management,

3. Water quality protection and management, and

4. Natural systems protection and management;

(h) Statewide water management implementation strategies for each area of responsibility;

(i) Intergovernmental coordination, including the Department’s processes for general supervision of the water management districts;

(j) Procedures for plan development, including public participation;

(k) Methods for assessing program effectiveness and the Department’s progress toward implementation of the Plan;

(l) Linkages to Department rulemaking, budgeting, program development, and legislative proposals; and

(m) Strategies to identify the amount and sources of supplemental funding to implement the programs identified in Chapter 373, F.S., District Water Management Plans, this chapter, and any delegated programs.

(2) At a minimum, the Florida Water Plan shall be updated every five years after the initial plan development. Annual status reports on the Plan shall also be prepared by the Department.
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