55A-7.0111 Reinstatement or Reemployment; Promotion Preference.

(1) When an employee leaves employment of the state or its political subdivisions for the purpose of serving in the Armed Forces of the United States, Reserve Component of the United States Armed Forces or The Florida National Guard, and is separated therefrom with an honorable discharge, the state or its political subdivision shall reinstate or reemploy such person under the following conditions:

(a) Reinstatement or reemployment is made to the same or to an equivalent position.

(b) Reinstatement or reemployment is made within (one) 1 year of the date of separation from the military service, or, in the case of extended active duty for a required military purpose other than for receiving training, within (one) 1 year of the date of discharge or separation subsequent to the extension.

(2) Persons reinstated or reemployed under this rule shall be awarded preference in promotion, and shall be promoted ahead of all other employees who are equally or less qualified for the position, if their service was full-time/active duty status for at least 90 consecutive days, or less, if discharged early while serving in a combat zone or due to medical reasons. When a numerically based selection process is used, such persons shall be eligible for preference points and ranking on the register as provided by rule 55A-7.010, F.A.C., of this chapter. When a numerically based selection process is not used, rule 55A-7.011, F.A.C., applies. Eligibility for preference in promotion shall apply only to a veteran’s first promotion after reinstatement or reemployment, without exception.

(3) If the reinstated or reemployed person is not promoted, the person retains promotion preference eligibility until the first promotion following reemployment is satisfied.

(4) Where the reinstated or reemployed person is not promoted and the register is vacated to establish a new register for the next promotion, such person shall retain eligibility for preference points and ranking on the new register as provided by rule 55A-7.010, F.A.C.
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