62-242.900 Training Criteria for Motor Vehicle Emissions Inspection Personnel.

(1) Inspector Certification. All motor vehicle emissions inspectors in self-inspection and reinspection stations shall be certified through successful completion of a motor vehicle emissions inspector training course approved by the Department as meeting the criteria given in subsections 62-242.900(2) through (4), F.A.C., below.

(a) Successful completion of the training course shall require attendance at all training sessions and a score of 70% or more on the course examination.

(b) The inspector certification shall be renewed, as a minimum, every three years. The criteria for renewal shall be for the inspector to pass a written test with a score of 70% or better, which is to be administered by a Department-approved training facility and Department-approved instructor.

(2) Training Curriculum. The curriculum for certification of motor vehicle emissions inspection personnel shall be the Florida Inspection and Repair Station Training (FIRST) course. The course content is set forth in the Department of Environmental Protection document “Florida Inspection and Repair Station Training, Technician Training Manual,” hereby adopted by reference. A copy of this document is available from the Department of Environmental Protection, Division of Air Resources Management, 2600 Blair Stone Road, Twin Towers Office Building, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-2400. The course shall be presented in a Department-approved training facility and shall consist of not less than 40 hours instruction.

(3) Instructor Qualifications. All course instructors shall have, as a minimum, the following qualifications:

(a) Valid Florida teaching certificate covering the area of “Automotive Mechanics – 7” or six years experience as an automobile mechanic or automotive service technician with at least two of those years being at the trained employee or journeyman level.

(b) Current proficiency certification in the specialty areas of “Engine Repair,” “Engine Performance,” and “Electrical Systems” through the National Institute for Automotive Service Excellence (ASE), 13505 Dulles Technology Drive, Herndon, Virginia 22071-3415.

(c) Completion of an instructor training course on the Florida Inspection and Repair Station Training Curriculum.

(4) Training Facility Requirements. All training facilities shall be equipped with test analyzer systems certified by the Department for use in self-inspection and reinspection stations. A list of Department-approved test analyzer systems is hereby incorporated by reference and is available from the Department at the address referenced in paragraph 62-242.900(3)(c), F.A.C.

(5) Approval of Training Facilities and Course Instructors. The Department shall authorize any course instructor and training facility meeting the requirements of subsectionss 62-242.900(3) and (4), F.A.C., respectively, to certify motor vehicle emissions inspectors in accordance with the provisions of subsection 62-242.900(1), F.A.C.

(a) The course instructor shall employ the training curriculum specified in subsection 62-242.900(2), F.A.C.

(b) The training facility shall provide the successful student with a certificate of course completion, signed by the course instructor and his or her department head or other authorized representative of the facility.

(c) The Department shall maintain and make available to the Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles and the public a list of approved facilities and instructors. This list shall be updated immediately upon approval of any facility or instructor not previously listed.
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