Notice of Proposed Rule

DEPARTMENT OF BUSINESS AND PROFESSIONAL REGULATION
Board of Accountancy
RULE NO.:

RULE TITLE: 

61H1-33.006

Inactive or Delinquent Florida Certified Public Accountants Who Desire to Become Active Licensees

PURPOSE AND EFFECT: The Board proposes a rule amendment to simplify rule and reduce regulatory costs; by capping hours to reactivate at 120 hours to include 30 hours of accounting/auditing subjects and 8 hours of board approved ethics, with all hours must be completed in the 24-month period preceding application.

SUMMARY: Update rule language regarding inactive or delinquent Florida Public Certified Public Accountants who desire to become active licensees.

SUMMARY OF STATEMENT OF ESTIMATED REGULATORY COSTS AND LEGISLATIVE RATIFICATION: 

The Agency has determined that this will not have an adverse impact on small business or likely increase directly or indirectly regulatory costs in excess of $200,000 in the aggregate within one year after the implementation of the rule. A SERC has not been prepared by the Agency. 

The Agency has determined that the proposed rule is not expected to require legislative ratification based on the statement of estimated regulatory costs or if no SERC is required, the information expressly relied upon and described herein: During discussion of the economic impact of this rule at its Board meeting, the Board concluded that this rule change will not have any impact on licensees and their businesses or the businesses that employ them. The rule will not increase any fees, business costs, personnel costs, will not decrease profit opportunities, and will not require any specialized knowledge to comply. This change will not increase any direct or indirect regulatory costs. Hence, the Board determined that a Statement of Estimated Regulatory Costs (SERC) was not necessary and that the rule will not require ratification by the Legislature. No person or interested party submitted additional information regarding the economic impact at that time.

Any person who wishes to provide information regarding a statement of estimated regulatory costs, or provide a proposal for a lower cost regulatory alternative must do so in writing within 21 days of this notice.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY: 455.271, 473.304, 473.312, 473.313 FS.
LAW IMPLEMENTED: 455.271, 473.312, 473.313, 559.79 FS.
IF REQUESTED WITHIN 21 DAYS OF THE DATE OF THIS NOTICE, A HEARING WILL BE SCHEDULED AND ANNOUNCED IN THE FAR.
THE PERSON TO BE CONTACTED REGARDING THE PROPOSED RULE IS: Roger Scarborough, Division Director, Board of Accountancy, 240 NW 76th Dr., Suite A, Gainesville, Florida 32607, Roger.Scarborough@myfloridalicense.com.
THE FULL TEXT OF THE PROPOSED RULE IS:

61H1-33.006 Inactive or Delinquent Florida Certified Public Accountants Who Desire to Become Active Licensees.
(1) No change.
(2) Each such application shall demonstrate successful completion of the required number of continuing professional education hours as follows:.
(a) Florida certified public accountants who have been inactive or delinquent for one reporting period following their most recent current/active license, shall satisfy the requirements of their most recent biennium while active plus 40 additional CPE hours in the following manner:
	Accounting/Auditing
	Ethics
	Behavioral
	Total Hours

	At least 30 20 hours
	At least 8 4 hours, unless the CPA has submitted proof of completion of their CPE for the previous biennium ending December 31 to the board by March 15, no additional hours are required to reactivate pursuant to 61H1-33.006(1), F.A.C.
	No more than 30 20 hours
	120 Hours


(b) Florida certified public accountants who have been inactive for no more than two reporting periods since maintaining a current/active license, shall satisfy the requirements of their most recent biennium plus 120 additional CPE hours in the following manner:
	Accounting/Auditing
	Ethics
	Behavioral
	Total Hours

	At least 30 hours
	At least 4 hours
	No more than 20 hours
	200 Hours


(c) Florida certified public accountants who have been inactive for three or more reporting periods since maintaining a current/active license, shall satisfy the requirements of their most recent biennium plus 200 additional CPE hours in the following manner:
	Accounting/Auditing
	Ethics
	Behavioral
	Total Hours

	At least 40 hours
	At least 4 hours
	No more than 20 hours
	280 Hours


(3) All continuing professional eduction course must be Florida certified public accountants who have been inactive for two or more reporting periods since maintaining a current/active license must complete at least sixty percent (60%) of the necessary hours in the twenty-four (24) months immediately preceding the date of the application for reactivation and the remaining forty percent (40%) may have been completed no more than twenty-four forty-eight (24) (48) months immediately preceding the date of the application for reactivation.
(4) No change.
Rulemaking Authority 455.271, 473.304, 473.312, 473.313 FS. Law Implemented 455.271, 473.312, 473.313, 559.79 FS. History–New 12-4-79, Amended 2-3-81, 11-6-83, 3-29-84, 8-20-85, Formerly 21A-33.06, Amended 4-8-86, 12-28-89, 10-16-90, Formerly 21A-33.006, Amended 12-14-93, 5-26-96, 7-23-06, 12-10-09, 7-7-10, 12-3-13, 7-29-18, _____.
NAME OF PERSON ORIGINATING PROPOSED RULE: Board of Accountancy
NAME OF AGENCY HEAD WHO APPROVED THE PROPOSED RULE: Board of Accountancy
DATE PROPOSED RULE APPROVED BY AGENCY HEAD: July 12, 2019
DATE NOTICE OF PROPOSED RULE DEVELOPMENT PUBLISHED IN FAR: February 12, 2019
