62-312.801 General Permit to U.S. Forest Service for Minor Works Within National Forests in Florida.

(1) A general permit is hereby granted to the U.S. Forest Service to conduct the works described below:

(a) Culvert placement, replacement, and maintenance in streams of less than fifteen (15) cubic feet per second average discharge at the culvert location or draining less than 5,000 acres in the Apalachicola National Forest, 10,000 acres in the Osceola National Forest, and 7,500 acres in the Ocala National Forest, except for culverts associated with low water crossings.

(b) Bridge construction, replacement and maintenance for structures up to 400 feet in length and two lanes or less in width, pursuant to the restrictions listed in Section 403.813(1)(l), F.S.;

(c) Construction and maintenance of low-water crossings (hard surface crossings over which water flows during storm events or immediately thereafter);

(d) Bathing beach restoration at developed recreation sites where maintenance dredging is less than 100 cubic yards per year and less than 100 cubic yards per single occurrence;

(e) Dock construction, replacement and maintenance for docks of up to 1000 square feet of over water surface area, in Outstanding Florida Waters subject to restrictions listed in Section 403.813(1)(b) and (d), F.S.;

(f) Temporary stream channel diversions necessary to complete projects detailed in paragraphs (a), (b) and (c) of this section;

(g) Channel clearing and shaping to facilitate maximum hydraulic efficiency of designed structures detailed in paragraphs (a), (b), and (c) of this section.

(2) This general permit is subject to the general conditions of Rule 62-4.540, F.A.C., and the following specific conditions:

(a) The U.S. Forest Service shall submit to the appropriate DEP district office once a year a schedule including location, typical drawings and approximate commencement date for the activities planned for that year.

(b) The U.S. Forest Service or its contractors shall follow Best Management Practices pursuant to Section 208 of Public Law 95-217 and detailed in the Silviculture Best Management Practices Manual, published by the Florida Division of Forestry, Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services, and referenced in paragraph 62-25.030(1)(a), F.A.C.

(c) The U.S. Forest Service or its contractors shall utilize appropriate turbidity control measures while actively dredging or filling within stream channels or springs.

(d) The U.S. Forest Service or its contractors shall stabilize fill areas and stream banks disturbed by the activity by revegetation except where the fill area is a bathing beach. If revegetation is inappropriate, riprap may be used.

(e) The U.S. Forest Service or its contractors shall limit stream channel relocation to those streams having an average annual discharge of fifteen (15) cubic feet per second or less. The length of relocated channels or those significantly altered shall be limited to 200 feet per stream. A stream channel shall be altered only when such a measure will reduce the long term adverse water quality impacts and will maintain or restore the stream’s natural hydraulic capability.

(f) The U.S. Forest Service or its contractors shall limit bridge construction to those bridges spanning bank to bank with no causeway approaches in the flood plain. This limitation does not apply to maintenance of existing bridges.

Specific Authority 373.414(11)-(16), 373.4145, 403.805(1) FS. Law Implemented 253.123, 253.124, 373.414(11)-(16), 373.4145, 403.061, 403.087, 403.088, 403.813, 403.814, 403.817 FS. History–New 7-8-82, Formerly 17-4.55, 17-4.550, Amended 3-26-89, Formerly 17-12.801, 17-312.801. 

