62-312.806 General Permit to the Florida Department of Transportation for Minor Works Within FDOT Rights-of-Way or Easements.

(1) A general permit is hereby granted to the Florida Department of Transportation to conduct the work described below:

(a) The extension of existing culverts and crossing approaches to accommodate widening of the roadway where excavation or deposition of material shall not exceed 1000 cubic yards in waters of the state and the area from which material is excavated or to which material is deposited shall not exceed a total of 0.25 acres at any one location (project site). The 1000 cubic yardage limitation shall be separately applied to excavation and deposition of material.

(b) Relocation, recontouring, widening, or reconstruction of existing highway drainage ditches through uplands provided the floor elevation of the ditch is not deepened below the original design elevation and provided that the work does not cause a change in the hydrology of any jurisdictional wetlands which are connected to or which are adjacent to the ditch.

(c) Culvert placement, replacement and maintenance associated with existing roadways, in streams of less than 10 cubic feet per second average discharge at the culvert location or streams draining less than 10 square miles, provided that construction does not cause scour in the downstream waters or increase the velocity of the water downstream, the material excavated or deposited as fill shall not exceed 1000 cubic yards in waters of the State, and the cross sectional area of the culvert shall not be reduced if it had been previously permitted by the Department as a wildlife crossing.

(d) Temporary stream channel diversions necessary to complete projects detailed in paragraph (c) above, provided the area used for the temporary diversion is restored to its previous contours and elevations.

(e) Channel clearing and shaping, not to exceed a combined total of 0.5 acres of dredging and/or filling in waters of the State, to facilitate maximum hydraulic efficiency of structures authorized by paragraph (c) above, where the spoil material is used on an upland portion of the project or is deposited on a self-contained, upland spoil site. Escape of spoil material and/or return water from the spoil deposition area into waters of the State is prohibited.

(f) Repair of existing concrete bridge pilings by the construction of pile jackets, provided that the permanent outer form is composed of inert materials and the quantity of material shall not exceed 300 cubic yards of dredging or 300 cubic yards of filling per project. Although the bottom sediments within the forms may be removed by jetting or pumping, and may not be recoverable, proper turbidity control measures shall be employed as necessary to prevent violations of state water quality standards.

(2) This general permit shall be subject to the general conditions of Rule 62-4.450, F.A.C., and the following specific conditions:

(a) The permittee shall use best management practices, including turbidity curtains or similar devices, in strict adherence to the Florida Department of Transportation “Standard Specifications for Road and Bridge Construction, Edition of 1986” to prevent violation of State water quality standards.

(b) As soon as possible following completion of slope construction, the fill areas and the banks of the water body shall be stabilized with vegetation and/or riprap to prevent erosion. Temporary erosion controls for all exposed soils within jurisdictional areas shall be completed within seven calendar days of the most recent construction activity. Prevention of erosion of exposed earth in jurisdictional areas is a construction priority, and completed slopes shall not remain unstabilized while other construction continues.

(c) Any area outside of the project area which is disturbed by the permitted construction activities shall be restored to its pre-construction state, including but not limited to re-contouring, revegetation, etc.

(d) In addition to complying with the notice provisions of Rule 62-4.530, F.A.C., at least 90 days prior to commencement of construction, the permittee will notify the appropriate Department district office of the date the permitted construction activities are planned to begin and within 90 days following completion of construction, a notice will be sent by letter of the date construction activities are completed.

(e) The permittee shall limit stream channel relocation to streams which have an average annual discharge of 10 cubic feet per second or less. The length of relocated channels or those significantly altered shall be limited to 200 feet per stream. A stream channel shall be altered only when such a measure will reduce the long term adverse water quality impacts and will maintain or restore the stream’s natural hydraulic capability.

(f) This general permit shall not apply to ditch construction in Class I or Class II surface waters or waters designated as Outstanding Florida Waters.

(g) This general permit authorizes certain minor dredge and fill activities only and does not relieve the permittee from compliance with any other applicable Department sections.

(3) This general permit shall apply only where the widening of the existing roadway has received all required permits for stormwater discharge before the start of construction.
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