62-341.490 Noticed General Permit for Dredging by the West Coast Inland Navigation District.

(1) A general permit is hereby granted to the West Coast Inland Navigation District (“WCIND”) to dredge public navigation channels and canals within the trafficsheds listed in Table 1 and Figure 1, and as described in the following reports:

(a) Antonini, Gustavo A., and Paul Box, 1996, A Regional Waterway Systems Management Strategy for Southwest Florida, TP-83, Florida Sea Grant College Program, Gainesville, Florida;

(b) Swett, Robert A., Gustavo A. Antonini and Sharon Schulte, 2000, Regional Waterway Management System for North Manatee County, TD-2, Florida Sea Grant College Program, Gainesville, Florida;

(c) Antonini, Gustavo A., David Fann, and Robert A. Swett, 2000, Miguel Bay, Florida: Inventory of Boats, Depths and Signs; and a Waterway Restriction Analysis, TP-2A, Florida Sea Grant College Program, Gainesville, Florida;

(d) Antonini, Gustavo A., Robert Swett, Sharon Schulte and David Fann, 2000, Regional Waterway Management System for South Sarasota County, TD-1, Florida Sea Grant College Program, Gainesville, Florida.

Copies of the above reports may be obtained by contacting environmental resource permit program staff in the Southwest District Office (Tampa) of the Department and from the Department’s web site: http://www.dep.state.fl.us/water/wetlands/.

(2) This general permit is further limited as follows:

(a) The area to be dredged shall not contain any live seagrass beds, oyster beds or bars, coral communities, or attached macro-marine algae communities. However, this shall not prevent dredging of incidental individual specimens or scattered (less than one percent coverage within the area to be dredged) occurrences of seagrasses, oysters, or attached macro-algae. To the extent individual or clumped oysters are to be dredged, they shall be relocated to the maximum extent practicable to locations previously approved by the Department.

(b) Channel alignments shall follow existing channels and previously dredged areas to the maximum extent practicable.

(c) Dredging shall not exceed the maximum depths shown in Table 1.

(d) No more than 6,500 cubic yards of dredged material shall be removed over a five-year period within each trafficshed, beginning with the first project authorized under this general permit within the trafficshed. Within 30 days following the conclusion of each dredging event, a report shall be submitted to the local district office of the Department that includes the volume of material excavated from each channel and canal within the trafficshed, and the cumulative total volume of material excavated for the trafficshed under this general permit. This report shall be included with any subsequent notices to dredge channels or canals within the same trafficshed.

(e) The dredging activity is restricted to Class III waters, or Class II waters that are classified by the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services under Chapter 62R-7, F.A.C., as unclassified, prohibited, restricted, or conditionally restricted for shellfish harvesting.

(f) For purposes of this general permit, the term “public navigation channels and canals” shall include the Intracoastal Waterway and any other waterway as determined by the WCIND Board to make a significant contribution to boat traffic in the four county district, including access channels connecting the inland waterways to residential canal systems.

(3) All work under this general permit shall be conducted in conformance with the general conditions of Rule 62-341.215, F.A.C., and the following specific conditions:

(a) Prior to submittal of a notice to use this general permit, the WCIND shall conduct at least one pre-application meeting with the Department to discuss project designs, implementation details, and any resource concerns, including approval of any oyster relocation sites in accordance with paragraph 62-341.490(2)(a), F.A.C.

(b) Each dredging event for a trafficshed shall require a separate notice to use this general permit. Multiple channels within a single trafficshed may be included in one notice. Each notice shall be submitted with:

1. Scaled plan and cross-sectional drawings that clearly identify the length, width, and depth (referenced to mean lower low water) of the area or areas to be dredged within each channel and canal, locations of any hydraulic pipelines between the dredge areas and the dredged material disposal sites, and identification of the channels, canals, and names of the trafficsheds that are to be dredged from Table 1;

2. Identification of the source document described in subsection (1) and reference data that specifically describe the work proposed for dredging within the trafficshed. All document titles, page numbers, figures, and other relevant information to the trafficshed must be identified;

3. The location, dimensions, and estimated volumes of dredged material disposal sites, including the location of any oyster relocation or habitat restoration areas required under paragraph 62-341.490(2)(a), F.A.C. If barges or temporary stockpile areas are to be used for temporary disposal and transport, the type and volume capacity of such barges and stockpile areas, including controls that will be used to prevent dredge material runoff from the barges and stockpile areas also must be described;

4. The estimated volume of each proposed dredging area;

5. The dredging and disposal methods, and proposed duration of each;

6. Identification of any special water classifications for the areas to be dredged, such as the water class (Rule 62-302.400, F.A.C.); shellfish classification under Chapter 62R-7, F.A.C., (approved, conditionally approved, restricted, conditionally restricted, prohibited, or unclassified); Aquatic Preserve, state park, or state recreation area designation under Chapter 258, F.S.; and Outstanding Florida Water or Outstanding National Resource Water designation under Rule 62-302.700, F.A.C.;

7. An updated (prepared between May through September within one year prior to the proposed dredging) resource inventory of the areas to be dredged, including the presence of live seagrasses (distinguishing between beds and scattered seagrass growth), oysters (distinguishing between beds, bars, and scattered occurrences), coral communities, or attached macro-marine algae communities (distinguishing between beds and scattered occurrences). This resource inventory must also include all areas within any requested mixing zones associated with the dredging project (including outfall pipes from the dredge material disposal area), and all areas that will be occupied by dredging equipment (including cables, pipelines, dredges, barges, and stockpiling/disposal of dredged material);

8. If the notice applies to a trafficshed that was subject to previous use of this general permit, such notice also shall clearly identify the extent of all previously authorized dredging within the trafficshed by the WCIND; the date of all such dredging events; the estimated cubic yards excavated from each channel and canal, and for the trafficshed as a whole; and the permit numbers assigned to such prior use of this general permit for the trafficshed;

9. The estimated date the dredging activities are planned to begin and the estimated length of time it will take to complete the project. If the project will be accomplished in phases, the estimated starting and ending date of each phase must also be submitted; and

10. A plan for monitoring water quality in accordance with the requirements of paragraph (3)(e) of this general permit. 

(c) All dredged material resulting from the activities authorized by this general permit shall be removed and deposited on a self-contained, upland dredged material disposal site. The only exceptions to the use of a self-contained, upland dredged material disposal site shall be: oyster relocations required under paragraph 62-341.490(2)(a), F.A.C.; or where dredged materials are to be used as part of a habitat restoration plan authorized by the Department or a water management district under Part IV of Chapter 373, F.S., in which case any discharge of dredged material shall be in compliance with all terms of that authorization. In all cases, the dredging operation, the discharge of dredged material, and the dredged material disposal site shall be designed, located, and operated such that there are no water quality violations in wetlands or other surface waters outside of a mixing zone established under paragraph (3)(d) of this general permit.

(d) The permittee shall prevent violations of state water quality standards immediately outside of a mixing zone of no more than 150 meters in radius from the dredge site and from any discharge point associated with a dredge material disposal area. This shall minimally consist of: using and maintaining in a functional condition erosion and sediment control devices and best management practices, including turbidity curtains or similar devices; managing dredge pumping rates and volumes so as to minimize discharges from dredged material disposal sites; and managing dredged material disposal site dikes, berms, and water control structures so as to minimize erosion, breaches, and discharges. Mixing zones shall be designed to avoid live seagrass beds, oyster beds and bars, and attached macro-algae communities to the maximum extent practical.

(e) Water quality monitoring shall occur following the monitoring plan required under subparagraph (3)(b)10. of this general permit. This shall minimally consist of monitoring at the dredge site, at the location of any waters receiving outfall from dredged material disposal sites, and at background and down-gradient locations in the water body where dredging is occurring and surrounding the dredged material disposal sites. This monitoring shall be designed to measure turbidity and any metals or other toxic materials that have been identified as having a likelihood of entering the water column. All monitoring for turbidity shall occur at intervals not to exceed four hours during active dredging operations and when there is a discharge from dredge material disposal sites; monitoring for other parameters shall be at intervals specified in the monitoring plan under subparagraph (3)(b)10. of this general permit. Results of this monitoring and a copy of the logs shall be submitted to the local office of the Department in accordance with the reporting plan submitted under subparagraph (3)(b)10. of this general permit.

(f) In the event the water quality monitoring required under this general permit detects violations of state water quality standards, dredging shall cease immediately until the source of the violation is resolved and the receiving waters again meet applicable water quality standards.

(g) After dredging, the trafficshed shall be marked with appropriate aids to navigation in order to prevent damage to seagrass beds and to minimize turbidity. The permittee is advised that Chapter 327, F.S., shall govern the placement and marking of such aids to navigation.

(h) The permittee shall be responsible for ensuring that all contractors and other entities implementing this general permit comply with the following standard manatee and marine turtle conditions:
1. The permittee shall instruct all personnel associated with the project of the potential presence of manatees and the need to avoid collisions with manatees. All construction personnel shall be responsible for observing water-related activities for the presence of manatees.

2. The permittee shall advise all construction personnel that there are civil and criminal penalties for harming, harassing, or killing manatees, which are protected under the Marine Mammal Protection Act of 1972, the Endangered Species Act of 1973, and the Florida Manatee Sanctuary Act of 1978. If the dredging activity results in any manatee being harmed, harassed, or killed as a result of construction activities, the Department will refer the matter to the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission for appropriate action.

3. Siltation barriers shall be made of material in which manatees and turtles cannot become entangled, shall be properly secured, and shall be monitored regularly to avoid manatee entrapment. Barriers shall not block manatee entry to or exit from manatee feeding areas.

4. All vessels associated with the project shall operate at “no wake/idle” speeds at all times while in water where the draft of the vessel provides less than four-foot clearance from the bottom, and such vessels shall follow routes of deep water whenever possible.

5. If a manatee is sighted within 100 yards of the project area, precautions shall be implemented by the permittee and the contractor to ensure protection of manatees. These precautions shall include not operating any equipment closer than 50 feet to a manatee, and immediately shutting down equipment if a manatee comes within 50 feet of the equipment. Activities will not resume until the manatees have departed the project area of their own volition.

6. Any collision with or injury to a manatee or marine turtle shall be reported immediately to the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission at 1(888)404-FWCC (1(888)404-3922). Collision or injury also should be reported to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service in Jacksonville (904)232-2580 for north Florida or Vero Beach (561)562-3909 for south Florida.

7. Temporary signs concerning manatees shall be posted prior to and during dredging activities. All signs are to be removed by the permittee upon completion of the project. A sign measuring at least three feet by four feet which reads “Caution: Manatee Area” shall be posted in a location prominently visible to water-related construction crews. A second sign shall be posted if vessels are associated with the construction, and shall be placed visible to the vessel operator. The second sign shall be at least 8 1/2 inches by 11 inches and read:

Caution: Manatee Habitat. Idle speed is required if operating a vessel in the construction area. All equipment must be shutdown if a manatee comes within 50 feet of the operation. A collision with or injury to a manatee shall be reported immediately to the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission at 1(888)404-FWCC (1(888)404-3922). Collision or injury also should be reported to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service in Jacksonville (904)232-2580 for north Florida or Vero Beach (561)562-3909 for south Florida.

Specific information on obtaining these signs may be obtained by contacting the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission.

(i) Work under this general permit shall not commence until the Department has provided written confirmation to the notice required under paragraph 62-341.490(3)(b), F.A.C., that the applicant qualifies to use the general permit.

 (4) The permittee is advised that, pursuant to Section 556.105, F.S., excavating contractors are required to provide certain information concerning the excavation through the one-call notification system not less than two nor more than five business days before beginning any excavation.

(5) For activities located outside of aquatic preserves and outside of state parks, state preserves, and state recreation areas, this general permit constitutes consent of use by the Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund (BOT) under Chapter 253, F.S., to enter upon and use sovereign submerged lands to the extent necessary to complete the permitted activities. However, specific written authorization from the BOT is required to use or alter sovereign submerged lands within aquatic preserves, state parks, state preserves, and state recreation areas under Chapter 258, F.S.

(6) In accordance with Section 253.77, F.S., dredged material removed from sovereign submerged lands under this general permit shall be exempt from the payment of severed dredged material fees. However, dredged material with economic value, such as beach quality sand, shall be used for public purposes to the maximum extent practicable.

Specific Authority 373.026(7), 373.043, 373.118(1), 373.406(5), 373.414(9), 373.418, 403.805(1), 403.814(1) FS. Law Implemented 253.002, 253.77(4), 373.118(1), 373.406(5), 373.413, 373.414(9), 373.416, 373.426, 403.813(1)(f), 403.813(2), 403.814(1) FS. History–New 8-4-02.
[image: image1.jpg]Table 1. Trafﬁcsheds, Dredge Depth Limits, and Trafficshed Report Identification Numbersﬂ for Use in
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Trafficshed Total Public Maximum Trafficshed Report Identification Number | ID Number
{Note: all waters are in Channel | Channel® Proposed Depth Sarasota South North on NGP
Sarasota and Manatee Length | Length (ft)' | of Public Channel Bay Sarasota Manatee Location
Counties only) (ft)! (ft)° TP-83 TD-1 TD-2 Map

Aqualane Estates 6,117 1,591 4.0 :30 38
Bay Acres 3,493 0 5.0 132 44
Bay:'lIsland 1 12,698 2,188 5.0 4 32
Bay Island 2 12,510 2,293 5.0 6 33
Bay Isles/Longboat Key Moorings’ 19,300 1,909 6.0 11 26
Baywood 6,334 972 5.0 41 40
Bimini Bay/Key Royale 70,358 6,612 5.5 2 16
Boca del Rio Marina 2,937 2,937 5.5 15 14
Bowlees Creek 28,116 14,065 6.0 44 29
Braden Castle Park/Carleton Arms 9,576 5,894 3.0 160 10
Buttonwood Harbor 29,959 8,702 5.0 10 25
City of Anna Maria 9,506 2,945 38 1 15
Coral Cove 4,249 1,387 3.5 54 41
Cove Sound Moorings 2,708 1,187 6.0 216 21
Curry Creek 21,113 '4,353 5.0 266 49
Cuts Edge Marina 3,178 3,178 5.0 243 5

Fisherman Village 5,322 1,584 3.0 84 8

Flamingo Cay West 11,378 6,262 4.0 190 19
Forked Creek 24,513 4,392 4.0 371 51
Golf & Bay Estates | 9,569 3,946 3.0 237 3

Gottfried Creek 28,973 9,814 3.0 434 53
Grand Canal 50,385 2,306 4.5 9 35
Hidden Harbor 4,112 1,164 5.0 21 36
Holiday Harbor 4,429 3,146 35 80 42
Holmes Beach Marina 10,066 7,449 4.0 10 17
Hudson Bayou/Harbor Acres 12,711 794 7.0 37 31
Lemon Bay Park (Marina Access Channel) 14,631 5,510 6.5 431 52
Lyons Bay 28,617 7,370 5.0 242 47
Manati Shores 10,119 2,602 5.0 56 12
Marlow Marina 538 535 55 244 6

Mt. Vernon/Coral Shores 18,533 5,825 5.0 47 23

(62-341.490, NGP for Dredging by WCIND)
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[image: image2.jpg]Table 1, Continued

Trafficshed Total Public Maximum Trafficshed Report Identification Number ID Number
(Note: all waters are in Channel | Channel® | Proposed Depth of Sarasota South North on NGP
Sarasota and Manatee Length | Length (ft)' Public Channel Bay Sarasota Manatee Location
Counties only) (ft) (f)° TP-83 TD-1 TD-2 Map

Oyster Bay 11,300 781 4.0 5 34
Palma Sola Estates 94,910 25,272 4.0 189 18
Phillippi Creek 34,590 8,174 4.0 2 ) 37
Regatta Pointe 6,525 6,525 7.0 128 11
Riverdale/The Inlets 17,407 3,241 3.5 113 9

San Remo Shores 21,031 4,162 5.0 215 20
Sea Grape Harbor 6,112 4,443 4.0 220 22
Shakett Creek 75,720 7,652 4.5 210 48
Siesta Key Marina 1,000 1,000 4.5 46 39
Sorrento Shores South 6,090 1,073 5.5 189 46
South Creek 16,233 535 4.0 154 45
Tarawitt 6,502 858 5.0 8 24
Trailer Estates East 6,256 2,444 5.0 45 28
Trailer Estates West 10,196 3,034 5.0 46 27
Tree Lakes 3,634 3,634 3.0 228 2

Tropic Isles 11,990 2,051 5.0 240 4

Tropical Harbor 4,020 974 3.0 67 i

Turtle Beach 11,908 11,908 5.0 113 43
Warners Bayou 16,978 3,456 5.0 97 13
Whitaker Bayou 4,446 2,391 5.0 42 30

Total| 984,080 310,178

'Dredge and channel length estimates of WCIND public jurisdiction are subject to additional field or legal review, as such
they are to be considered preliminary and approximate.

2public channel designation includes the Intracoastal Waterway and any other watenuay as determined by the WCIND Board
to make a significant contribution to boat traffic in the four county district, including access channels connecting the

inland waterways to residential canal systems (see P. Perrey letter to R. Combs, 1/12/2000).

3Maximum proposed depth of access channels and canals, based on providing access for all boats using public navigation
channel; overdredging not allowed.
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