62-402.031 Preservation 2000 Funds.

A district requesting moneys from the Preservation 2000 Trust Fund for acquisitions pursuant to Section 259.101(3)(b), Florida Statutes, shall comply with the provisions of this section.

(1) Except as provided below, resolutions requesting the release of Preservation 2000 funds shall comply with the procedures and requirements of Rule 62-402.030, F.A.C.

(2) For acquisition of lands within an approved Save Our Rivers five-year plan, the governing board resolution shall certify that the acquisition also meets at least one of the project criteria listed in Section 259.101(4), Florida Statutes.

(3) For acquisition of lands necessary to implement a Surface Water Improvement and Management (SWIM) Plan approved pursuant to Section 373.456 or 373.4592, Florida Statutes, the governing board resolution shall certify that the acquisition is necessary to implement said SWIM Plan and also meets at least one of the project criteria listed in Section 259.101(4), Florida Statutes. Such lands shall also be included in the district’s five-year plan as approved by the governing board for acquisition with Preservation 2000 funds.

(4) Requests for funds are limited to the direct costs of acquisition of land, except that no funds shall be used for salaries or benefits, or other forms of employee compensation.

(5) Requests for release of funds shall be processed as provided for acquisition requests under Rule 62-402.030, F.A.C., except that the time for review and approval shall be 30 days, unless review by the Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund is required to address sovereignty submerged lands or the federal tax-free bond requirements of the Preservation 2000 bonds. In such case, the time for review shall be 45 days.

(6) No request under this section shall be deemed approved unless acted upon by the Department as trustee of the Preservation 2000 Trust Fund on behalf of the Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund. Notwithstanding any other provisions of this chapter, no request shall be deemed approved by default solely due to the passage of time required for review of the request.

Specific Authority 259.101, 373.043 FS. Law Implemented 259.101, 373.016, 373.026, 373.043, 373.59, 375.045 FS. History–New 5-2-94, Formerly 17-402.031.

