62-503.600 Priority List Information.

(1) General. Each year, a priority list shall be developed by the Department. After the ranking of projects the proposed list shall be posted on the Department’s website not later than 14 days before the list adoption hearing to be held under this rule section and shall be mailed to anyone who submits a written request to the Department. The priority list shall be adopted at a public hearing held by the Department. The list becomes effective after adoption, but not before July 1 of the fiscal year for which it is developed. 

(2) Priority list. The priority list comprises the following three portions:

(a) Fundable portion. A project shall be added to the fundable portion when funds allocated each year by the Department are assigned to the sponsor. If additional funds are available, the funds shall be assigned to projects already on the fundable portion provided the segment cap is not exceeded, to projects advancing from the contingency portion to the fundable portion, and to projects added to the bottom of the fundable portion if unassigned funds are available.

(b) Contingency portion. A project that is ready to proceed shall be added to the contingency portion of the list when funds are not available. If funds become available, projects shall advance to the bottom of the fundable portion of the priority list in priority score order without a public hearing.

(c) Planning portion. A project shall be added to the planning portion when a complete request for inclusion is received by the Department but the readiness-to-proceed requirements have not been met. Additions to the planning portion shall not require a public hearing. 

(3) Getting on the list. A public hearing shall be held to add projects to the contingency or fundable portions of the priority list. Projects that meet the appropriate provisions of Rules 62-503.700 and 62-503.751, F.A.C., 30 days prior to the hearing shall be added to the bottom of the appropriate list in the order of priority score. Projects that meet the appropriate provisions of Rules 62-503.700 and 62-503.751, F.A.C., after the above deadline shall be added to the appropriate list in order of priority score below those that meet the deadline. The scope of a fundable or contingency portion project described on the priority list shall not be increased to encompass additional costs.

(4) Removal from priority list. Projects shall be rescheduled for implementation in a future fiscal year or removed from a priority list upon request of the project sponsor or if the project sponsor fails to comply with the provisions of the rule.

(5) Annual funding limit. The amount of funds available to a project sponsor in any one fiscal year for projects to be listed on the fundable portion of the priority list shall be limited to no more than 25% of available funds. There shall be no limitation imposed on the amount of funding assigned to contingency portion projects. A project shall be segmented for deferred funding of the unavailable funds when a project sponsor qualifies for funding in excess of that available to it in any one fiscal year.

(6) Priority score determination. Eligible projects shall be given priority according to the extent each project is intended to remove, mitigate, or prevent adverse effects on surface or ground water quality and public health. The final priority score, calculated to the nearest .01 point, for each project shall be the base priority score multiplied by 1.2 if the pollution control is directly related to the special waters of the state as defined in paragraph (b), below, multiplied by a cost-to-benefit index as defined in paragraph (c), below, and then increased for economic hardship as defined in paragraph (d), below, if appropriate.

(a) Base priority score. Each project shall be categorized by the highest single base score justified by any one of its components or facilities. A project shall be assigned a base priority score according to one of the categories as follows:

1. Reduce documented public health hazards (500 points);

2. Protect surface or ground water (400 points);

3. Promote reclaimed water or residuals reuse (300 points);

4. Compliance with enforceable standards or requirements (200 points);

5. All other (100 points).

(b) Special waters of the state. A project base score assigned under paragraph (6)(a), above, shall be multiplied by 1.2 if the project will assist in the restoration or protection of special surface waters as follows:

1. Outstanding Florida Waters;

2. Water bodies identified under the National Estuary Program;

3. Wild and Scenic Rivers;

4. An impaired water body on the state’s adopted verified list of impaired waters.

(c) Cost-to-benefit index. The relative costs of achieving environmental and public health benefits shall be reflected in the priority score. The ratio of the total cost for each project to the score (benefit) for that project shall be computed. The cost data used shall be expressed in units of one-thousand dollars (e.g., $1,000,000 shall become $1,000 for purposes of determining the cost-to-benefit index). The benefit ratio shall be indexed at not less than 1.00 nor greater than 1.20. The cost-to-benefit index (multiplier) for a specific project shall be established to the nearest 0.01 value as follows:

1.20 – 0.021 x Natural Logarithm of (Project Cost to Benefit Ratio).

(d) Economic hardship. The extent of the economic hardship existing in a small community to be served by the project shall be reflected in the priority score. Ten points will be added to the priority score, after adjustment under paragraphs (b) and (c), above, when the small community’s affordability index is less than 100.
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