62-505.655 Ranking Projects for Priority List Development.

The Environmental Regulation Commission shall assign projects to the fundable and contingency portions of the priority list each year, thus establishing project rankings. Project ranking information shall be made available to interested parties under subsection 62-505.600(2), F.A.C. Each project shall be listed on the fundable or contingency portion, depending on the amount of the funding expected to be available and the priority score of the project. Projects with equal priority scores shall be subranked in order of the date of postmark or delivery to the Department of the request for inclusion, whichever is earlier.

(1) Projects shall be listed on the fundable portion of the priority list if sufficient funds are expected to be available, provided that priority list information is submitted as described under subsection 62-505.600(1), F.A.C. The availability of funds for a rural hardship community grant shall be established by the 1996 federal appropriation and state matching appropriation. The availability of funds for financially disadvantaged small community grants shall be established by annual grant allocation assessments which shall be assigned to post-allowance project cost overrun grants as well as to grants enabling pre-construction activities and amendments to such grants to include post-allowance project activities within three (3) years of the potential grant offer.

(a) Previously funded projects that are incompletely funded because of cost overruns shall be ranked according to priority score and listed at the top of the fundable portion.

(b) Projects included on the preceding year’s contingency portion shall advance, maintaining the same relative order with respect to each other, to the fundable portion when the annual updating under Rule 62-505.600, F.A.C., occurs. Such projects shall be listed behind the projects identified in paragraph (a) above.

(c) Newly identified projects shall be ranked according to priority score and placed on the fundable portion behind the projects identified in paragraph (b) above.

(2) Projects for which insufficient funds are expected to be available to enable funding shall be listed on the contingency portion.

(a) When the rural hardship community grant funds expected to be available will not fully finance the lowest-ranked project being considered for the fundable portion and the project sponsor seeking funding will not commit to building the project without an assurance of additional rural hardship community grant funding from the Department, the project shall be deferred to the bottom of the contingency portion.

(b) When the grant allocation assessments expected to be available will not fully fund the pre-construction activities for the lowest-ranked project being considered for the fundable portion or the grant allocation assessments expected to be available will not fully fund the post-allowance project activities within the following three (3) years, the project shall be deferred to the contingency portion and shall be listed immediately below all previously funded projects, listed on the contingency portion, which are incompletely funded because of cost overruns.

(3) Projects shall be retained on the contingency portion when the funds expected to be available are insufficient for advancement to the fundable portion. Projects being newly added to the contingency portion shall be listed in priority score order at the bottom of the list and behind those identified in paragraph (2)(b) above.
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