62-552.600 Project List Information.

Each year, a project list shall be adopted at a public hearing. The ERC establishes project priorities and approves the placement of projects on the list before projects can be funded with grants for financially disadvantaged communities. The Secretary or designee establishes project priorities and approves the placement of projects on the list before projects can be funded with loans. The list becomes effective after adoption, but not before July 1 of the fiscal year for which it is developed. The following are the procedures to be used to establish project list information for Fiscal Year 1999 and subsequent years:

(1) The Department shall accept requests for inclusion on the next year’s project list when they are postmarked or delivered between December 1 and February 15. Resubmittal shall not be necessary if the requested project was included on the preceding year’s list. However, current target date and estimated cost information shall be provided by the February 15 deadline for any project previously listed on the planning portion or contingency portion to qualify for listing on the fundable portion. A request for inclusion shall be submitted to the Department of Environmental Protection, Bureau of Water Facilities Funding, 2600 Blair Stone Road, MS 3505, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-2400. Procedures for the review of requests for inclusion shall be:

(a) Additional information shall be requested by the Department when the data provided by the project sponsor are incomplete or unclear. Data remaining incomplete or unclear after 30 days from receipt of the Department’s written request for additional information shall result in a lower funding priority, reflecting a substitution of assumed data for the incomplete or unclear data. The assumed data shall generate the minimum priority score attributed to the incomplete or unclear data.

(b) The amount of funds available to a project sponsor for projects to be listed on the fundable portion for construction loans shall be limited to no more than 25% of the funds allocated each year by the Department in any one fiscal year. The amount of funds available to a project sponsor in any one fiscal year for projects to be listed on the fundable portion for construction grants shall be limited under paragraph 62-552.370(1)(a), F.A.C. There shall be no limitation imposed on the amount of funding assigned to contingency portion projects. A project shall be segmented for deferred funding when a project sponsor achieves a fundable portion listing and qualifies for funding in excess of that available to it in any one fiscal year.

(c) A target date shall be assigned to each project, including those partially funded during the preceding fiscal year. Projects to be scheduled for funding in the fiscal year for which the list is being developed shall have target dates no later than March 31 of that fiscal year.

(d) A priority determination under Rule 62-552.650, F.A.C., shall be made for each project.

(2) A schedule for completing all remaining requirements before the target date deadline, referenced in paragraph (1)(c) above, shall be furnished by the project sponsor to obtain a project listing on the fundable or contingency portion. The schedule shall be compatible with deadlines required by administrative or judicial actions or by permit conditions.

(3) The scope of a fundable or contingency portion project described on the project list shall not be expanded to encompass additional work unless it has been subject to the prioritization procedures of Rule 62-552.650, F.A.C., and either the list development procedures of Rule 62-552.655, F.A.C., or the list management procedures of Rule 62-552.680, F.A.C., as appropriate.

(4) After the ranking of projects under Rule 62-552.655, F.A.C., and before June 1 preceding the fiscal year for which the list will be in effect, a proposed list shall be established. The proposed list shall be mailed by the Department, not later than 14 days prior to the list adoption hearing to be held under this rule section, to all project sponsors that have submitted a request for inclusion on the proposed list and to anyone who submits a written request, at least 14 days before the scheduled list adoption, to the Department of Environmental Protection, Bureau of Water Facilities Funding, 2600 Blair Stone Road, MS 3505, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-2400.
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